7th Grade Language Arts
The Outsiders

Final Project Options

In lieu of a test, you will select one of the following options to complete a final project on The Outsiders. Final projects will be due on (date to be decided). Make sure you turn in all the pieces of your project for your final draft (see below). Get creative!

1. Do you wonder what happened next?  Write a sequel to The Outsiders where you predict what comes next in the lives of the characters.  Be sure to write it as a story, not just an essay explaining what you think.  The story must show evidence that you understood the book and its characters.

a. Pre-Write – mental map and/or brainstorm notes
b. Rough Draft- write the story

c. Final Draft - 3 page, double space minimum

2. After the fire, a newspaper article is written about the boys being heroes.  Write this newspaper article.  Then, make the newspaper page including headlines, pictures, etc. (I recommend Microsoft Publisher)
a. Pre-write - Be sure to reread this section of the novel carefully
b. Rough draft – write the article – 500 word minimum

c. Final draft - 1-2 pages formatted as a newspaper- you need to fill all the space- look at a real newspaper- no space is ever left empty. 
3. Create a book jacket! Design a “Special Edition” copy of The Outsiders. 
a. 
Front Cover Directions: Create cover art for the jacket. Think about specific parts in the novel that are important to the plot, and use those ideas to work from. The cover MUST be relevant to the book, and may not be random or unrelated artwork. Make the cover as colorful and attractive as possible.


b. Inside Front Fold Directions: Describe an exciting scene from the book to try and entice students to read the book. Leave it as a cliffhanger! Why would a person want to read this book? (100 word minimum)

c. Spine Directions: The title of the novel (The Outsiders) and the author (S.E. Hinton).

d. Back Cover Directions: At the top, write a summary of the novel in your own words (200 words). Underneath the plot synopsis, include a review of the novel. This should be written in your own words. You may create reviews by fictitious or famous people. Get creative!

e. Inside Back Fold Directions: Your choice! Tell us about the author, add more “reviews,” or illustrations. 

4. Create the soundtrack for The Outsiders: The Movie (2.0). Select five important scenes from the novel and choose a song from the era that you would include in the movie version for each scene. For each, describe the scene, the characters involved and why this song or artist is appropriate.

a. Pre-write – Brainstorm notes / mental map

b. Burn a cd with the songs you’ve selected for your soundtrack
c. Final draft – Describe each scene and why the song or artist is appropriate. (100 words per song, double spaced).
d. To go above and beyond (and maybe earn extra credit) design the cd or album cover for the soundtrack.
If you have any other ideas, come talk to me!

All projects are worth 50 points and will be graded on creativity, effort, and neatness. It should be clear that you read and understood the novel!
