Writing assignment for The Old Man & the Sea
Lesson – Students are creating paragraphs in response to topics I’ve generated with a connection to The Old Man & the Sea.
Iowa Core or standards -  Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
List how you differentiate for learner differences –I tried to consider my students’ interests /experiences when I created the topics.
Please choose two of the following ideas and write a well-organized paragraph for each.  Remember to indent, use a topic sentence, and have a concluding sentence.  Your paragraph should be at least 6 sentences.  I will look at content and mechanics for grading.  Each paragraph will be worth 15 points.  Please use Times or Times New Roman in 12 pt. font.  Please double space your paragraph.
1.  MY OLD MAN—“My old man” is a tricky phrase.  It can mean many things.  A  married woman can refer to her husband as “my old man.”  Sons and daughters sometimes refer to their fathers as “my old man,” meaning the authority figure in their lives.  He may be sweet or he may be tough.  Write an essay about your “old man,” describing his major characteristics and his ways.

2.  A SPECIAL PLACE—Like Santiago, each one of us knows of a special place.  Describe your special place, wherever it is.  What does it look like?  How does it feel to be there?  Who shares it with you?

3.  A GAME THAT TAUGHT ME A LESSON—Sports, such as fishing, are a lot like life; there’s much to be learned about life by participating in sports.  Did you ever play a sport in which the experience and outcome taught you an important lesson?  Write about your experience and the lesson you learned.

4.  A HERO--Santiago has a hero—the baseball player Joe DiMaggio.  Who is your personal hero?  Is she or he a sports figure, someone you know personally, a star in the movies or on TV?  Describe your hero in detail and why you admire him or her.

5.  LIVING LIFE OVER—Santiago frequently thinks about things from his past.  If you had your life to live over and could make some changes, what would you do differently?  How different would you be?
