Literary Lenses
One way to analyze a literary work is to look at it from a variety of different perspectives.  In order to do this, you need to pick a “lens” to look at the text with.  You can read the same passage using each of the different lenses and get a completely different understanding of the passage each time! Below are five different “lenses” we will use to look at the different texts we are going to read.  

Five Literary Lenses
1. Power:  Deals with who has power in the passage. How do they use their power to benefit or hinder others?  Power can be physical strength, social stature, financial wealth, or emotional control.

2. Gender:  Deals with how the author addresses gender issues and stereotypes in the passage. Why do you think he or she chooses to do this?  Gender issues can be traditional gender roles assigned to people, conflicts characters have with those roles, or stereotypes of gender roles. 

3. Historical or World Events:  Deal with how an event in this passage compares to another event in history or world events.  Is the author's depiction of an event in this passage historically accurate?  Historical or world events can be ANY event from factual American or world history and how accurately that event is presented.

4. Personal Connections: Deal with what personal connections you make to this text.  Have you had similar situations in your family or life? How did those make you feel? How do those feelings color your reading of the text?  Personal connections can involve ANY personal memories and sometimes particularly meaningful connections to other books you have read.

5. Contradictions: Deal with contradictions that are present in the text.  How do these contradictions take away from or add to the author's credibility or your personal response to the text?  Contradictions can be inaccuracies with historical fact, differences between what is said in one part of the text and another, or missing parts of the plot or in character development.

While you are reading, look for points in the passage that you can interpret using these five different lenses.  Eventually, you will choose one specific lens to focus your paper on.  Your paper WILL NOT describe what the lens is, but rather how you interpret the text based on how you read it while thinking about that lens.

Literary Lenses

 

One way to analyze a literary work is to look at it from a variety of different perspect

ives.  In order to

 

do 

this

,

 

you need to pick a 

“

lens

”

 

to look at the text with.  

You can read the same passage using each of the 

different lenses and get a completely d

ifferent underst

anding of the passage each time!

 

Below are five 

different 

“lenses

” 

we will use to look at the different texts we are going to read.

  

 

 

Five Literary Lenses

 

1.

 

Power

:  Deals wi

th who has powe

r in the passage.

 

How do they use their power to bene

fit or 

h

inder others?  Power can be ph

ysical strength, 

social stature

, financial wealth, 

or 

emotional 

control.

 

 

2.

 

Gender

:  Deals with how

 

the author address

es

 

gender issues 

and stereotypes in t

he passage.

 

Why 

do you think he

 

or sh

e chooses to do this?  Gender issues can be traditional gender roles assigned to 

people, conflicts characters have with tho

se roles, or stereotypes of gender roles.

 

 

 

3.

 

Historical 

or W

orld Events

:  Deal 

with how 

an event in this passage

 

compare

s

 

to another e

vent 

in history or world events. 

 

Is the author's depic

tion of an ev

ent in this passage

 

historically accura

te?

  

Historical or world events can be 

ANY event from factual American or world h

istory

 

and how 

accurately that event is presented.

 

 

4.

 

Personal Con

nections

: Deal with w

hat per

sonal connections you make to this text.  

Have you 

had

 

similar situations in your family or life? How did those make you feel? How do those feelings 

c

olor your reading of the te

xt?  Personal connections can involve ANY 

personal memories and 

sometimes particularly meaningful connections to other books you have read.

 

 

5.

 

Con

tradictions

: Deal

 

with

 

contradict

ions 

that are present in the text. 

 

How do these 

contradiction

s

 

take away from or add to the author's credibility or your 

personal respons

e to the 

text

?  Contradictions can be inaccuracies with historical fact, differences between what is said in 

one part of the text and 

another

, or missing parts of the plot or

 

in

 

character development.

 

 

While you are reading, look for points in the 

passage that you can 

interpret

 

using these five 

different lenses.  

Eventually, you will choose one specific lens to focus your paper on.  Your paper WILL NOT describe what 

the lens is, but rather how you interpret the text based on how 

you 

read it while thinking about that lens.

 

