Lesson Plan:

Pattiey Koontz

Hospital School

1-6 graders

Bird House Project- REVISED

Intro:  students are given the following parameters for the project:

1. It must be a functional birdhouse

2. All attachments to the birdhouse must be with screws, nails or wire.

3. You may only use the materials provided

4. Your birdhouse must be sellable-no inappropriate drawings, messages, symbols

5. You have 30 min. to plan and assemble each birdhouse you construct.

Materials provided;

1. precut wood for sides and roof

2. license plates, wood scraps, gutter pieces for roofs

3. door knobs, wooden dowels, large nails, keys, door plates, other scrap metals

4. screw gun and screws

5. nails and hammer

6. wire and wire cutters

The teacher will review and give illustrations of each rule.  As a small group, they will brainstorm some ideas of how to use the given materials.  A few examples from the internet, magazines and one fully constructed student bird house will be presented.  The students will be given time prompts to help them manage their time.

A.   Each child will gather the supplies


 they would like to use. (5 min.)

B.   They will illustrate the birdhouse they

     want to build. (5 min).

C.   Then with assistance from an adult they

     will assemble their birdhouse. 


 (20 min.)

D.   The student will decide on a price for

his birdhouse and post a price tag on 

it.

In late December, the students will sell their birdhouses at a craft sale at the hospital to earn money to go to camp.

After the sale, the students will assess their birdhouses with a simple checklist.  They will then make recommendations for next year.

Older students will make a business plan.  It should include; resources needed, expected cost, space to work and/or sale items, advertising, cost of top two items.

While constructing the birdhouse students will discuss some of the following terms:



Attachment



Usefulness



Structure




Power tool



Nature



Value



Hand-made



Birds 



Habitats

Students may share with each other and adults why they choose their materials and the placement and or construction of their birdhouse.

A guest speaker, local craftsman, will be asked to speak to the students about starting their own business.
