American History

Chapter 5 

“YOU BE THE HISTORIAN”

The Springer Family

Iowa Core: Understanding historical patterns, periods of time and relationship among these

                   Understand cause a effect relationships and other historical thinking skills to interpret events and issues
Resources:  Colonial America Site at the Smithsonian Museum of American History Web Site.

                    (www.americanhistory.si.edu) or just Google “you be the historian” Worksheets 

                     and questions available on this site also.  

Opening:  Ask students the following questions:  If a group of historians found this classroom, looking as it does today, in the year 2230.   What might they discover about schools in the U.S. around 2010?  What things (artifacts) might help them find this information?

Student Tasks:  Students will act as historians, studying and analyzing artifacts and documents to draw conclusions about life in the colonies more than 200 years ago and how life has changed in modern families.

Teach:  Before students go online they are to be told they will be analyzing information from a family, living in Delaware, in the 1700s.  The task is to review the clues and draw conclusions about everyday life in America at that time.  Students will view each clue and then answer questions on worksheet.  The students will then be able to check their answers by clicking on the appropriate links.  After students have completed their Lesson 4 activity distribute Questions for Future Historians and have students answer questions.

*Extended Lessons: Students will be divided into groups of 2 (3).  Their task is to create a poster showing one of two different scenarios.   1. Poster will show one of the items used by the Springer family with the caption “what was this used for in Colonial America in the 1700s?  2.  Poster will show one of the items from the 1700s and what has replaced this item today.  These posters could be displayed during Parent-Teacher Conf. or at local businesses.

Students will also be able to study the history of Tabor (Todd House, Underground Railroad Safe Homes, Tabor College etc.) and explain what artifacts are available and what these tell about life in Tabor, then and how this community has changed. 

*Optional at teacher’s discretion (depending on time and what your goals are.)
Instructors may run off all required worksheets on the web site “You be the Historian”
