Writing an Original Explanatory Myth

     During our study of mythology, we have encountered many famous Greek gods, goddesses, heroes, and monsters.  For this assignment you will use some creativity and create your own god/goddess.  You will illustrate your god/goddess and write an original explanatory myth that is related to the god/goddess.  (An explanatory myth is a myth that explains how something in nature came to be or why it is the way it is.)  Please see specifics below.

Step One:  Create your own god/goddess or monster.

Step Two:  Illustrate your god or goddess.  This should include his/her name, description, area of rule, and symbol.

Step Three:  Write a one to two-page typed explanatory myth that includes your made-up god or goddess.  In addition, at least one other god/goddess, hero, and/or monster must appear as a character in your myth.  Make up other characters as needed.  Be imaginative!

Step Four:  Present to the class on _______________.  

Examples from actual Greek mythology:  where the wind comes from, where an echo comes from, how a mountain came to be, how a spider was first created, etc.

Try something unique like:  explain rainbows, the tides, how an insect came to be, how a zebra got its stripes.  Be original!

	Category
	Criteria

	god/goddess
	Details included:  symbol, description, area of rule

1     2     3     4     5     6     7     8     9     10

	Myth
	Writer conceived a one to two-page creative, original explanatory myth containing his/her god/goddess and at least another Greek god or goddess.
1     2     3     4     5     6     7     8     9     10

	Illustration
	Drawing is neat, creative, colorful, and fits the elements of the myth.
1     2     3     4     5     6     7     8     9     10


Total Score_____ (30)

This project will count in the “tests/quizzes/papers/projects” category.
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