Writing a Fable Play 
A Team Activity

Goal: To write and present a play based on an original fable (animals teaching a lesson/moral about life). Present either live or taped play to audience. 

Materials: original script, recorder (video or digital), costumes, locations, sets, props, etc.

Process:
1) Communicate with 2nd grade teachers & guidance counselor to find out themes/morals are taught that deal with Character Counts
2) As a group, decide your fable (the moral lesson you wish to teach that supports Character Counts)
3) Decide on characters- what is the role of each character?
4) Begin writing process- 
storyboard-out rough draft (what will each scene look like?)
	dialogue- what will each character say?
	action- what physical action will each character do?
5) Decide on filming/or live action option (at least 5 days of class time)
6) Decide on prop/costume/set needs-gather accordingly
7) PRACTICE!! PRACTICE!! PRACTICE!!! Pull it all together! 
8) Present to elementary students
9) Have 2nd graders write out what they learned from fable (to be done in class and returned to high school)
10) Post movies to YouTube with links from D-F’s website
11) Turn in final report of team responsibilities and participation

Evaluation

Team Members:






Team function: Team worked collaboratively with little or no teacher intervention; decisions were reached by consensus; all team members contributed to process (evidenced by weekly report of participation); all team members had equal responsibilities (evidenced by final report)

25		21.5		18		12.5



Script: typed, neat script (includes character lines, stage directions, etc)

10		8.5		7.5		5


Presentation: memorized lines, rehearsed actions, smooth scene changes, adequate volume and projection of emotion

25		21.5		18		12.5


Progress Reports: weekly progress reports detailing each member’s responsibilities and follow through; final report summarizing each team member’s actions, participation level and attitude.

25		21.5		18		12.5

(Individual scores may be lower the groups depending on participation)	

The Crow and the Pitcher
NARRATOR
One summer day, the Crow looks for something to drink.

CROW
It's hot! I'm thirsty! Aha! A pitcher of water!

NARRATOR
But there is only a little water in the pitcher.

CROW
My beak is too big! The pitcher is very narrow! Bah!

NARRATOR
Does Crow give up hope? No! He keeps trying.

CROW
Aha! I have a good idea!

NARRATOR
One after the other, Crow drops many stones into the pitcher.

CROW
One, two, three ...

NARRATOR
Plop, plop, plop. Little by little, the water rises in the pitcher.

CROW
I can drink as much as I want! Ah! It's cold and good!

NARRATOR
The moral of the story: When you need something
you can find a way.

(Necessity is the mother of invention)

The Bundle of Sticks
NARRATOR
A father who is about to die calls his children to him.

FATHER
Come here, my children. I will give you my advice.

SONS
We are here, Father, and we are listening.

FATHER
Take this bundle of sticks.

OLDEST SON
Father, a bundle of sticks is not important.

FATHER
Break the bundle for me.

OLDEST SON
Yes, Father

NARRATOR
The boy tries to bend and break the bundle without success.

OLDEST SON
No way! It is impossible!

SECOND SON
Let me break the bundle!

YOUNGEST SON
Me too!

NARRATOR
The other sons try to break the bundle also. 
No one can do it.

FATHER
All right then, undo the bundle and each of you take a single stick.

NARRATOR
Each son obeys the father.

FATHER
Now, break the sticks!

NARRATOR
Each boy easily snaps his stick.

SONS
Wow! That is so easy!

FATHER
Alone, you are weak. Together, my sons, you are powerful!

NARRATOR
Moral of the story: Together we are stronger.
(Unity gives strength)
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