When to Use the Subjunctive
Remember, the acronym “A WEDDING” and you will remember when to use the subjunctive.

Adjective/Adverbial Clauses and Antecedents Unknown

Wants

Emotions

Desires

Doubt

Influence and Impersonal Expressions

Negation

Going to happen

I.
Adjective/Adverb Clauses + Antecedents Unknown
· Used to refer to something that has not yet or may not take place.

· Used to describe something that is indefinite or that may not exist.


-sin que – without (that)

-en caso de que – in case (that)


-a fin de que – so that


-a menos que – at least



-cuando – when


-con tal de que – unless



-en cuanto – as soon as

-antes de que – before 



-luego que – as soon as

-para que – so that




-tan pronto como – as soon as

-aunque – although


-después de (que) – alter

-hasta que – until


-mientras (que) – while


Example:  
Limpia tu cuarto antes de que salgas.  




Clean your room before you leave.

Example:  
Salimos luego que ellos lleguen.  




We’re leaving as soon as they arrive.


Example:
Trae la comida para que podamos comer.




Bring the food so that we can eat.

Example:
Quiero una persona que pueda cocinar.




I want a person that can cook.
II.
Wants

· To tell what someone wants to happen.  

· A change in subject is needed in the dependent clause.


If there is no change, don’t use subjunctive.

querer – to want


Example:
Quiero que ella limpie la sala.




I want her to clean the living room.


Example:
Quiere que yo hago la ensalada.




He wants me to make the salad.
III.
Emotions

· Used to express emotions such as anger, annoyance, fear, happiness, regret, sadness or surprise.

· A change is subject is needed in the dependent clause.

-agradar – to please




-sentirse – to feel

-divertir – to amuse, to have fun


-alegrarse – to feel

-esperar – to hope




-sorprenderse de – surprised by

-gustar – to like, to be pleasing


-desgustar – to dislike

-importar – to be important, to matter


-quejarse de – complain about

-molestar – to bother




-alegrar de – to make happy

-parecer bien/mal – to seem right/wrong

-complacer – to please

-preocupar – to worry




-encantar – to enchant, delight

-sentir – to be sorry, to feel sorry, to regret
-fascinar – to fascinate

-temer – to fear




-interesar – to interest

-tener miedo de – to be afraid

Example:
Espero que vuelvas a tiempo.  


I hope you return on time.

Example:
Me gusta que estés aquí.  


I’m glad that you’re here.

Example:
Me alegro de que mi madre sea contenta.  


I am happy that my mom is happy.
IV.
Desires

· Used to express the desire to do something or have someone else do something (commands).

· May include direct or indirect (implied) commands.

· The affirmative informal does not use the subjunctive.

Example:
Cierren sus libros, por favor.


Close your books, please.

Example:
Sentémonos en el sofá.


Let’s sit down on the couch.

Example:
Que lo limpien tu hermano.


Let your brother clean it.

V.
Doubts

· Used to express doubt.
· Must include a change of subject.
-dudar – to doubt



-es dudoso – it is doubtful

-no creer – to not believe


-es dudable – it is doubtable

-no pensar – to not think


-hay duda – there is doubt

-no estar segura (de) – to not be sure

-cabe duda – room for doubt

Example:
Es dudoso que puedas hacer todo su tarea en dos minutos.


It is doubtful that you can do all your homework in two minutes.

Example:
Hay duda que ellos naden sobre el océano.


It is doubtful/There is doubt that they can swim across the ocean.

Example:
No creemos que él ayude mucho.




We don’t think that he is helping much.


Example:
No estoy seguro de que sea él.




I’m not sure it is him.

VI.
Influence/Causal and Impersonal Expressions

· Used to influence someone to do something.
· Used after impersonal expressions that imply doubt, emotion or uncertainty.
· Must include a change of subject.
Influence:




Impersonal:

-insistir – to insist



-es difícil – it is unlikely

-preferir – to prefer



-es dudoso – it is doubtful

-desear – to desire



-es fácil – it is likely

-aconsejar – to give advice


-es importante – it is important

-sugerir – to suggest



-es imposible – it is impossible

-mandar –to order



-es mejor – it is better

-esperar – hope, expect


-es necesario – it is necessary

-necesitar – to need



-es posible – it is possible

-exigir – to demand



-es preciso – it is necessary

-pedir – to ask for



-es probable – it is probable

-querer – to want



-es una lástima – it is a pity

-requerer – to require



-es urgente – it is urgent

-permitir – to permit, allow


-más vale – it is better
-recomendar – to recommend


-conviene – it is fitting

-demandar – to demand


-no es claro – it is not clear

-prohibir – to prohibit



-no es evidente –it is not evident

-rogar – to pray



-no es obvio – it is not obvious

-decir – to order



-no es seguro – it is not sure

-decidir – to decide



-no es verdad – it is not true

-insistir en – to insist on


-es incredible – it is incredible







-es natural – it is natural







-es extraño –it is strange







-es lógico – it is logical







-es terrible que – it is terrible







-es una pena – it is a shame







-es peor – it is bad







-es ridículo – it is ridiculous







-es horrible – it is horrible







-es improbable – it is unlikely

Example:
Es necesario que ayudes a tus padres.



It is necessary that you help your parents.

Example:
Es improbable que los niños puedan manejar.



It is unlikely that the kids can drive.
VII.
Negation (Denial)

· Used to negate/deny something true.
· Used with a change of subject.
-no es claro – it is not clear


-negar – to deny

-no es evidente –it is not evident

-no es cierto – it is not true

-no es obvio – it is not obvious

-no es que – it is not that…

-no es seguro – it is not sure


-no pensar – I don’t think 

-no es verdad – it is not true


-no creer – does not believe

-no estoy seguro – I am not sure

Example:
No pienso que mi amigo gane mucho dinero.



I don’t think that my friend spends much Money.

Example:
No estoy segura que los estudiantes comprendan el subjuntivo.



I am not sure that the students understand the subjunctive.

Example:
Él niega que sus amigos escuchen a música mala.



He denies that his friends listen to bad music.

VIII.
Going to Happen

· Used only if there is a sense of the future.

· Used in the dependent clause.

-mientras – while



-cuando - when

-así que – so that



-aunque - although

-tan pronto como – as soon as


-después de que - after
-hasta que – until

-en cuanto – as soon as

Example:
Ella no va a llamar hasta que su amiga regrese a su casa.



She is not going to call until her friend returns home.

Example:
Después de que llegue, vamos a tener una fiesta.



After he arrives, we will have a party.
EXTRA:

The subjunctive can also be used with expressions such as como, cualquiera, dondequiera, lo que, ojalá (que), quienquiera, quizás.

Example:
Ojalá que ella se salga con la suya.



I hope she gets her way.

Example:
Quizás estudie en la Facultad de Economía.



Perhaps I’ll study in the School of Economics.

Subjunctive Practice:

1.
yo / querer / ellos / ir / a la universidad

________________________________________________________________________

2.
yo / preferir / ellos / practicar / deportes

________________________________________________________________________

3.
yo / aconsejarles / ellos / mantener / una buena actitud en la vida

________________________________________________________________________

4.
yo / insistir en / ellos / siempre buscar / buenas amistades

________________________________________________________________________

5.
yo / esperar / ellos / no tratar / de salirse siempre con las suyas

________________________________________________________________________
