Luttenegger

English 10

When You Were Young


Remember last year at this time, as you were adjusting to high school, new to this scary class called English 9?  As an inexperienced freshman, you were probably in desperate need of advice and guidance.  Now it’s time for you to take on the role of being the respected elder.


For our opening writing assignment, you will be writing a letter to the freshmen of Mrs. Keegan-Bayeur’s English Nine classes.  This is not a drill: I will be delivering each of your letters to the freshmen.  I want you to give the freshmen advice: about your experience in the class last year, about the other classes they will be taking, about social life as a freshman, about clubs, activities, and sports; about life.


Beyond handing down your wisdom, this opening assignment also serves as our re-entry into “good” writing.  The letter will be scored according to a five-paragraph essay rubric.  The letter will also serve as an introduction of the five-paragraph format for the freshmen—yes, not only will they be reading your letters, but hopefully they will be studying them as well!


First drafts are due __________; final drafts will be due __________ and will need to be typed (double spaced, twelve point font – include Luttenegger, English 10, and your name in the top left heading).  Each letter needs to be dated and should begin “Dear Freshman.”  The letter should close with “Sincerely,” followed by four empty lines (where your signature goes) and then your typed name.  Example:
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August 30, 2010
Dear Freshman:

----------------------- (Body of the letter)

Sincerely,

Mr. Luttenegger

