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List of Vocabulary words
Elaborate Attention words
county seat

geography

Missouri River

Des Moines River

population


bordering states

compass rose

capital

county

Mississippi River

Instructional Sequence

Activity One


Word Wall

The ten words were typed, printed off, and matted.  Magnets were glued on the back, and they were placed on the white board.  As an introduction to the Iowa geography unit, the students were asked to give an impromptu definition of each word.  They had a good understanding of each word, except county seat.  I stressed that it is important to relate the word to Iowa. Time spent on this activity-15 minutes.

Activity Two




Create a game

I will inttroduce this activity by using a spin-off of a pricing game on “The Price is Right”.  Using the word wall words,  and the “student friendly” definitions that I printed off and matted, the students had one minute to match the definitions with the vocabulary words.  I drew their names and told them “to come on down...”  After the activity, the magnetized words and definitions were left on the white board so they could do the activity during their free time.  The students will now create their own games in pairs.  They will create a game using each of the vocabulary words.  They will have one class period to make the game and we will use one period for the students to move around to stations and play the games.  

Activity Three

Illustrating the vocabulary words.

The students were given a sheet with 8 boxes.  They were told to pick 8 of the 10 words to illustrate.  Class discussion was held to generate some ideas about how to illustrate the words.    An alternative to this activity could be creating maps applying the vocab. words to the maps.  Time spent on this activity-30-45 minutes.

