Viva el toro—essays

On your own sheets of paper, write complete answers that reference the novel.  Each essay should have at least 15 complete sentences representative of having studied Spanish for two and a half years. Be sure to include information from the novel, the videos, and the class discussions as you write to support your answers.

Choose one topic from each group:

Grupo A:  	(a) You would like to visit Spain but your parents aren’t sure about this trip. Defend why this trip is worthwhile, beneficial, and important to your life.


	(b) One of Ana’s Spanish classmates has decided to be an exchange student and is now living in Waukee. He is going to write an article for the school paper comparing and contrasting life in Sevilla with life in Waukee.  Also include his reactions to these differences and the challenges he faces as he is adapting to his new experiences.

	




Grupo B	(a) Is bullfighting an art or a sport? 


	(b) Compare the roles of the banderilleros and the picadores. Who have the more difficult /dangerous role? 

Although these questions are asking you to express your personal opinion, be sure 
to support your answer with material from the book, videos, and class discussions.


	









Students have read and discussed the novel in class. They have also watched several videos about Spain and specifically the city of Sevilla. They were given several graphic organizers with the expectation that they would fill them in during the discussions and videos. The teacher will also have given some additional information relating to history and culture that students can include on their graphic organizers. 

When the students first began reading the novel, they knew that they would eventually be writing essays that would pertain to the novel and that they would be expected to include information from the novel, discussions, and videos. The graphic organizers were not graded; they provided a way for students who needed organizational help keep track of the variety of topics and information in the novel. If students chose another way to take notes or chose not to take notes, that was their choice. 

I realize I stated several times to reference the novel, discussions and videos. I wanted to emphasize to the students that they are not just giving an opinion or making things up—they have to include things that we learned from reading the novel.

The directions would be given in Spanish and the questions would be asked in Spanish.
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