English 8	Name:

Justice Unit	Class:
Twelve Angry Men

BIG IDEA: What is justice?  How does capital punishment fit into that concept?

The following questions are to be completed while you view the classic film Twelve Angry Men by Reginald Rose, directed by Sidney Lumet.

If you have any questions, be sure to bring it up at the beginning of the next class or during one of your study halls so you can answer the following questions to the best of your ability. 

GOAL: These questions will not only help you keep straight in your mind the events and characters of the film, but they will also assist you in completing your project following the completion of the film.

1. As the film begins, what do we learn is the accusation made against the defendant?




2. What instructions does the judge give the jury before dismissing them to the jury deliberation room?





3. What procedure do the jury members decide to follow as they consider their verdict?






4. Before the jury members sit down to begin, we overhear snippets of various conversations. Several jurors reveal through this dialogue that they have participated in a trial more than once. Identify in what ways you think those previous experiences will affect them for this trial or future trials.










5.  First, use the diagram below to identify which juror is which.
Second, use the graphic organizer below the diagram to write notes and brief descriptions about each man.

















As you familiarize yourself with the jurors, write down physical descriptions and personality characteristics to help you distinguish between them.

	Juror One, Foreman:



	Juror Two:



	Juror Three:



	Juror Four:



	Juror Five:



	Juror Six:



	Juror Seven:



	Juror Eight:



	Juror Nine:



	Juror Ten:



	Juror Eleven:



	Juror Twelve:





DIRECTIONS: Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability.


6. Create a list of the arguments made in the jury room that could be used to influence the others’ decisions about the guilt or innocence of the defendant.

____Guilt_____________________________________Innocence______





























7.  Identify major turning points in the film; in other words, what specifically was said or done that carried enough weight to cause one or more jurors to think twice about his vote?

Key pieces of evidence included                   Key pieces of evidence excluded                                            
      (spoken or physical evidence)                         (spoken or physical evidence)













8. Do you agree with the jury being isolated from everyone else while considering the verdict? Explain your answer.









9. Would you like to be a juror? Give at least three reasons to support your answer.


A.




B.




C.




BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER
Construction of knowledge, elaborative communication, and value beyond the classroom

GOAL: Students will choose one of the following options to use for analysis and evaluative purposes. Express your thoughts and opinions regarding the chosen prompt using correct paragraph format and the traits of writing we have covered so far in class. (Two paragraph minimum; five paragraph maximum.)

OPTION A: Explain which pieces of evidence the jury brought to light during their deliberations that were not covered well by the prosecuting attorney or defending attorney. Then, discuss which of these pieces you believe carried enough weight to create reasonable doubt.

OPTION B: Which of our 50 states actually subscribe to capital punishment? What method of capital punishment do these states use? Should this decision be made by the states individually, or should this decision be made by the Supreme Court? Support your opinion on this issue.

OPTION C: Develop “The Code of the Juror.” These should be rules that would aid the juror in participating appropriately and actively in trials, considering verdicts, and proving his/her decision.

OPTION D: Find another capital punishment case. Do some research on it so you understand who was involved, what crime was committed, key evidence and testimony, and why it was labeled a capital offense. Next, draw some parallels (similarities) between the case you researched and the case we learned about though the film 12 Angry Men. Was justice served in each case? Why or why not? Come to a conclusion about your findings.

OPTION E: Interview your parents about their views on capital punishment; explain your findings. Next, explain how your parents’ views affect your own opinions about capital punishment, or do they? Do you agree or disagree? Why? What conclusions can you draw from what you learned about your views, your parents’ views, and/or society’s views?

OPTION F: For those individuals interested in forensic science, this option is for you. 
The film 12 Angry Men was made in the 1950s; therefore, scientists and law enforcement officials did not have all the technology that is at our society’s disposal now. The field of forensics has been brought to light much more recently through television shows like CSI: Crime Scene Investigation, Criminal Minds, NCIS, Bones, Cold Case, Law and Order, etc. Do a little research: what additional tools do we have now to gather evidence that they would not have had then?  What predictions can you make regarding how this case may have been handled differently if forensic science then had the “toys” they have now?  What conclusions can you draw from your discoveries?

