Vietnam Portfolio

Wars are fought for many reasons: to protect a nation's interests, to expand territory, to defend a country from an aggressive neighbor, to force one country to think or behave like another, to gain influence and political power. The reasons that a government has for going to war have a lot to do with how much support it gets from its people. If the general population strongly opposes a war, it is very difficult for a government to continue conducting it.

The United States became involved in a war in Vietnam because our leaders were determined to stop the spread of communism in Southeast Asia. Vietnam is a long, narrow country located south of China and due west of the Philippine Islands. North Vietnam, which bordered communist China, became independent of French colonial rule in 1954. So did South Vietnam. Under Ho Chi Minh, North Vietnam became a communist country which aggressively tried to spread communism to the south. 


The United States first tried to prevent the spread of communism into South Vietnam by sending American military supplies to support a weak, undemocratic government. When this didn't work, the United States sent its own army, which eventually numbered over 500,000 soldiers. Because of the type of war being fought, the unpopularity of the reasons for continuing the war and the widespread belief that America should not be in Vietnam, the U.S. army was withdrawn in 1975. The Vietnam War was a controversial, divisive, and tragic period of American history, but one that should be studied and understood.
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Make sure to utilize construction paper, colored printers, and other resources that will help you construct the most creative portfolio possible. 
