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Thebes Newspaper Activity

Your assignment is to help create a newspaper for the city of Thebes.  This newspaper will showcase your knowledge of Greek culture and history as well as your knowledge of the play Antigone.  Assume the newspaper has been published the day after the events of Antigone have ended.  You will be allowed to work in groups of 3-4 to complete this assignment.  As detailed below, you will be responsible for creating three different sections in your newspaper.  You will be provided with poster paper on which to construct your Theban paper.  

Every section should have at least 2 stories with appropriate titles and bylines.  Include pictures (with captions), info-graphics, cartoons, etc. where appropriate.  Each section can also include one advertisement for a product inspired by Antigone (you might want to consult your Antigone wish list to gather ideas for such ads).
Section 1: The News
This is like the “hard news” or main section of a paper.  Consider the events of Antigone, especially those in scenes 4-5 and the recent war.  Assign different members of your group to write news reports about these events (they probably would have been the biggest stories in Thebes that day).  You may also put in different news stories of your own invention.  All stories should demonstrate your understanding of life in Thebes and peoples’ interpretation of events of the time.  Make sure you include the different gods and goddesses who were often responsible for different occurrences.

Section 2:  Opinion
Items in this section of the newspaper range from editorials (both for and against certain issues), to letters to the editor, to political cartoons.  Assign different members of your group to write opinion pieces about events in Antigone and related issues (consult your notes on the various themes in the play).  Use opinions of characters in the play to help you understand how people in Thebes would have felt about these issues.  Your articles should show that you understand these issues and how people in ancient Greece reacted to them.

Section 3: Variety
The types of articles in this section include entertainment (info about upcoming events, reviews, etc.), cartoon strips, advice columns, horoscopes, recipes, crosswords, and more.  Assign different members of your group to design the variety section in the Theban newspapers.  Use your knowledge of the culture of ancient Thebes, themes and ideas from Antigone, and the events of the play to inspire the content in this section.
Grading

20 points – Content

10 points – Appearance/Creativity

5 points – Use of work time

---------- 

35 points total – Will be in the “Major Assignments” category (40% of your final grade)

All of the following themes need to be addressed at least once in your newspaper:

· Fate and free will

· Rules and order

· Determination

· Power

· Role of women

· Mortality
