The Iowa Frontier

You are a new settler in 1860 in Cass County Iowa.  To decide what land to buy, complete Step 1.  The map shows features created by nature (rivers, timberland, and sloughs).  It also shows features created by people (roads and boundaries).  Iowa is divided into counties, townships, and sections.  The map shows Grove and Franklin Townships in Cass County.  Each township has 36 sections.

















Step 1
Which township has more timberland?______________________________________
Which township has more sloughs?____________________________________
If you settle in Section 32 of Franklin Township, will you live near a slough or near timberland?________________________________
Why does the road curve in Section 8 of Grove Township?
In which township is Turkey Creek?
Where else would you find timber besides at places marked on the map?______________________________________________________________
Which land would probably cost more-land in Section 17 of Grove Township or Section 17 of Franklin Township?_________________________________________
How many miles wide is Franklin Township? (Remember…a section is one mile long)_________________________________________

Step 2
After completing Step 1, your task is to pick a township section that you would like to buy to start your family farm.  Write a letter to your relatives back East.  Describe the land you purchased and the reasons why this 80 acre farm will benefit your family.
-include how you purchased your land (from the federal government,        railroad, squatters’ rights, serving in the military)
-describe the natural features
-describe the type of home you will build



Step 3
After writing the letter, analyze a current plat directory and write a short paragraph describing how that section is divided, include the current owners of the land, and how many occupied homes are in that section.

Contact the current owner of the land that you purchased on the Iowa Frontier.  Interview the owner and write a second paragraph describing how long the current landowner has owned the land, how the land is used, and what the land would be worth if sold today.

Step 4
Write two interview questions for our guest speaker from the NRCS office about land use in our county.  An example of a question may be “What happened to the many sloughs that were once a part of the Iowa lands?”
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