The Decision to Drop the Bomb

You will be placed into groups of 4 to 5 students.  As a group, you will represent one of the following: a Japanese citizen, President Truman’s advisor, the Secretary of Defense, or a nuclear physicist.  Within your group, you will decide whether, based on your research, the United States should have dropped the atomic bomb and argue for your side (Japanese citizen, Truman’s advisor, etc.).

Use the following website and other internet searches to guide your research on how each person or group was affected: 

http://chalk.richmond.edu/education/projects/webquests/wwii/

**Each group will present their side of the issue and we will do a brief debate in class on the decision that was made in World War II.

**Each individual will also be responsible for TYPING a minimum 3 paragraph (1 paragraph is 5 sentences-minimum) paper on their feelings about dropping the bomb.  Include your ideas on the causes and effects of the use of the atomic bomb.  Use the information you have recorded in your graphic organizer during the presentations to guide your thoughts and opinions.  You should give facts and evidence to back up your opinion.  

Your final paragraph of the paper should be your thoughts on the following scenario: Iran has now developed capabilities to use nuclear weapons.  They carry out a plan to use two nuclear weapons on the United States because they feel the United States has become too involved in the world’s affairs and has tried to limit Iran’s nuclear capabilities.  Would this scenario change your opinion?  Why or why not?  What are the impacts of this nuclear technology today?

**Day 1: group research and prepare presentation; Day 2: Present to class and class debate; Day 3: Type opinion report and turn it in at the end of the period.

*Please use the links provided to you in the website.  It is a webquest, and has different instructions than the ones we will use.  Please only use the links on the webquest.  We will use the following rubric:
Name: _________________________

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Participation in group research and presentation/debate

TOTAL x 5

MAXIMUM POINTS=20
	Student has participated in the group research and presentation/debate.  Student shows complete understanding of his/her group’s role in the atomic bombing.
	Student has shown some participation in the group research and presentation/debate, but does not show complete understanding of his/her group’s role in the atomic bombing.
	Student has shown some participation in the group research OR presentation/debate, and shows incomplete understanding of his/her group’s role in the atomic bombing.
	Student has not participated in the group research or the presentation/debate and shows incomplete understanding of his/her group’s role in the atomic bombing.

	Individual Paper on your opinion of the issue


TOTAL x 10

MAXIMUM POINTS=50
	Student has completed a report that is more than three paragraphs in length and discusses their thoughts and opinions on the use of the bomb.  Opinion is backed up by evidence from their graphic organizer.
	Student has completed a report that is the minimum three paragraphs in length and discusses their thoughts and opinions on the use of the bomb.  Opinion is backed up by evidence from their graphic organizer.
	Student has completed a report that is less than three paragraphs in length and discusses their thoughts and opinions on the use of the bomb.  Opinion is vague and backed by some evidence from their graphic organizer
	Student has not completed a report on the dropping of the atomic bomb and their opinion on the issue.

	Graphic Organizer

TOTAL x 5

MAXIMUM POINTS=20
	Graphic organizer is complete for each groups presentation.  Information is thorough and includes evidence presented by the other groups.
	Graphic organizer is complete for each presentation but information is not thorough and includes only some evidence presented by the other groups.
	Graphic organizer is complete for some of the presentations but information is not thorough and includes only some evidence presented by some groups.
	Graphic organizer is not completed and student did not record evidence from the information presented by other groups.




TOTAL: 90 POINTS







Graphic Organizer:

	GROUP
	EVIDENCE PROVIDED BY EACH GROUP TO SUPPORT THEIR OPINION:

	

JAPANESE CITIZEN
	

	

TRUMAN’S ADVISOR

	

	

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
	

	

NUCLEAR PHYSICIST
	



