Lesson Plan – Short Story Project – Honors English 9- Student Centered

Lesson Objective:  Students will apply their knowledge of short stories and using Bloom’s to teach a short story to their classmates.  


Link to the Iowa Core:

1. Determine a theme or central idea and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
2. Employ the full range of research-based comprehension strategies, including making connections, determining importance, questioning, visualizing, making inferences, summarizing, and monitoring for comprehension.
1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
b. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new connection sin the light of the evidence and reasoning presented.

Procedures:

This lesson is over many days……

1. Students have been taught 5 different short stories over the last three weeks.

2. Introduce the concept of students teaching their own short story.  (10 minutes)

3. Introduce and discuss Bloom’s and how it makes students think.  We brainstormed some ways we could use the different Bloom’s to increase student involvement in their lesson.  We also talked about how assessments were important and why.  (15 minutes)

4. Students selected groups and planned for their own short story.  They selected which short story that they could teach and what activities would be higher order thinking.  (40 minutes).

5. Reflected on what they need to do and what they have accomplished.  They also wrote and outline of what they were going to teach.  (10 minutes)

6. Silently reading their indep. Book.  (20 minutes)


Connections to Student Centered: 

• Educators support all students in making connections to construct new learning in order to make decisions and solve problems.  Students had to make connections between what they had learned in other short stories and upper level thinking in their own teaching of a short story.

• The educator facilitates opportunities for students to be metacognitive.  Students need to write a reflection on how it was to teach, what did they learn about the process, and what does it tell them about their own learning.

• Educators and students are partners in learning.  Students were able to be the teacher and expert for their short story.

• Educators facilitate time for students to learn collaboratively.  Students had to work as a team and collaboratively organize and plan activities for their classmates.

• Educators use meaningful and authentic assessment in a real world context.  I did assessment them similarly to what items Mr. Gross looks at in my own classroom but I know that I need to work on this one because it is not authentic to them.

Teaching a Short Story

	What
	You and a partner (possibly a trio) will select a short story to create a lesson to present to the class.  The lesson will take around 45 minutes.

	Why
	When you teach a concept, you learn more about the process and the content.  You are also have the chance to choose how you teach the short story.

Link to the Iowa Core:

1. Determine a theme or central idea and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

2. Employ the full range of research-based comprehension strategies, including making connections, determining importance, questioning, visualizing, making inferences, summarizing, and monitoring for comprehension.

3. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

b. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new connection sin the light of the evidence and reasoning presented.



	Requirements
	This 45-minute lesson must include some form of an assessment and at least two activities that encourage thinking on the top three tiers of Blooms Taxonomy. (Create, Evaluate, and Analyze) that follows your objectives.  Create specific objectives to your short story.

Analyzing: can the student distinguish between the different parts? 

· appraise, compare, contrast, criticize, differentiate, discriminate, distinguish, examine, experiment, question, test. 

Evaluating: can the student justify a stand or decision? 

· appraise, argue, defend, judge, select, support, value, evaluate 

Creating: can the student create new product or point of view? 
· assemble, construct, create, design, develop, formulate, write.
Think about….

· Beginning of lesson engages the students/peaks students’ interest; Sets/explains purpose(s) for the lesson before beginning the “Focus” of the lesson
· Objectives are clearly stated and posted on a PowerPoint, handouts, or white board
· Teachers are organized and provide clear instruction and directions 

· Motivation/engagement: connects to students’ prior knowledge and/or previous lessons/learning experiences; engages students and peaks students’ interests

· Teachers provide explicit modeling/demonstrations for students when appropriate/necessary

· Teachers assess students’ understanding throughout the lesson

· Closure: Wraps-up and reviews what was learned with the students; discusses connections/applications to previous, as well as future lessons/learning experiences in and out of school (application of knowledge gained beyond its use in this lesson/learning experience)

· Create handouts that are professional looking and productive to your lesson.

· Encourage use of incorporating technology to enhance instruction and learning.



	Reflection
	· You are also required to write a one-page reflection of your implementation of the lesson.  You and your partner will each write a reflection about your lesson planning and teaching experience (Individual). Your individual reflection is due within one week after the date you teach the lesson.




Short Story Teaching Rubric

	
	Well Done
	Developing
	 Not Yet There

	Assessment

25 pts.________
	Assessment asks questions that are at a higher level and beneficial to student and teacher.  They are not “right there” questions.
	Assessment asked “right there” questions and did not require them to think.
	No assessment included.

	Activities

80 pts.________
	1. At least two activities were facilitated that challenged the audience to think beyond “right there” questions.

2. Activities must enable them to create, evaluate, or analyze

3.  Activities all link to specific objectives that were stated at beginning of the lesson.
	1. Had only 1 activity.

2. Activity did require them to think using higher-level thinking.  

3.  Activities linked to objectives.
	Activities did not require higher level thinking

	Organization

20 pts.________
	Lesson is organized in a way that there is a entry/focus activity, an assessment, and at least two activities.
	Lesson is not organized and jumps from one event to another.
	Hard to follow organization.

	Presentation

20 pts.________
	Teachers have great vocal quality and eye contact is appropriate.  Obvious knowledge of subject and enthusiasm for topic is shown
	Few problems with vocal quality and eye contact.  Held audience attention.  Adequate knowledge of content.
	Some problems with volume and eye contact.  Little enthusiasm for subject.  Some problems with knowledge of content.

	Time Allotment

20 pts.  _______
	All students in time frame accomplish the objectives.  No wasted time.
	Objectives accomplished by almost all students in time frame.  Good use of time..


	Objectives only partially accomplished.  Lesson did not fit time frame.  Lesson too long or too short.  Did not use time wisely.

	Closure/Introduction

20 pts._______
	Intro and closure effective.  Related to both content and objective.
	Closure and intro appropriate to lesson.  Not tied to or loosely tied to objectives.
	Some closure/introduction attempted. Not effectively tied to content or objectives.

	Teacher-created supported material

15 pts.________
	Supporting materials and student handouts are clear, complete, and appealing to students.  Materials enhance lesson significantly.
	Supporting materials and student handouts are clear and complete.  Materials enhance the lesson.
	Supporting materials ands student handouts are messy, incomplete, and/or unappealing to students.  Do not enhance lesson..


