Teacher Prompt:  Below is an interval.  Please tell me what the interval is and describe how you arrived at your answer. 









Teacher Response: The Answer is a minor third.

Teacher Thinking:  When I want to identify an interval I know I have to follow the steps that we discussed in class, and they are as follows:

First I determine what the distance between the two notes are.  My bottom note is a C, and my top note is an E-Flat.  To count the distance between the two notes I start on my bottom note and count the lines and spaces until I reach the top note.  I realize that the distance from C to E-flat is the distance of a third, since C is on the 3rd space that is one, the fourth line is two, and the top space is three and that is where my top note is located. 

So now that I know the distance I have to determine if it is Perfect, Major, Minor Augmented, Diminished, Double Augmented, or doubly diminished.  I can cross perfect intervals right away because I remember from class that the only intervals that can be perfect are, Unisons, Fourths, Fifths, and Octaves.  So now I am left with Maj, Min, Aug, Dim, AA, or dd.  To determine this I look at the bottom note and determine the key signature of that note.  

My bottom note is C, from our earlier chapters I know that the key of C has zero flats or sharps.  So in order to be major E would have to be natural, since E is flat I know it cant me major.  My top note has been lowered by half step which means that it is minor. I know this because in order to be Augmented it has to be raised a half step, and to be diminished it needs to be lowered by a WHOLE step.  So it has to be a minor third. 


Student Prompt:  On the other side you have an interval to identify.  Tell me what the interval is and explain how you got your answer on the back side of this page. When you explain your answer follow the above model to support your answer. 
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