Essay—You will have forty minutes to complete the essay portion of your test.  You may use your book for this part.  Completely answer one of the following on the bottom and the back of this sheet.  Your answer will be graded according to the following rubric. 

A.	Why is this story relevant today, even though it deals with a time and place of over 50 years ago? Support your conclusions with evidence from the book and from societal issues/views today.  

B. 	Identify the most significant lesson that one or more of the characters in To Kill a Mockingbird learns.  Provide several examples of how that lesson is learned throughout the course of the novel. How would the novel have changed if this character/these characters would not have evolved? 

C.	Explain what is meant by the mockingbird theme.  Give several examples from the book to show how it applies to the characters of the book. Identify and describe two additional themes of the book and analyze the relevance of these to the characters of the novel and to yourself or others in your life. Support your conclusions with evidence from the novel and from your personal experiences. 
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	Name

	Criteria
	10
	8
	6
	4

	Conventions
	The writing is free from grammatical errors.
	The writing contains fewer than 5 mechanical errors.
	The writing contains fewer than 8 errors.
	The writing contains more than 8 errors.

	Introduction

	The title of book and name of author is present. The writing has a clear –strong thesis statement which is the focus of your paper. 
	The thesis is missing a key element. 
	The thesis is missing two key elements.
	The thesis is missing more than two key elements.

	Conclusion
	The conclusion contains a “clincher”, restates the thesis, and summarizes thoughts and opinions.
	The conclusion is missing a key element. 
	The conclusion is missing two key elements.
	The conclusion is missing more than two key elements. 

	Organization
	Answer is well-organized, clear, and easy to follow.  Student chose the optimum method of organization for his/her answer. Effective Transitions
	Answer is well-organized, clear, and easy to follow.
	Part of the answer is organized in a logical manner.
	The answer is not organized in a logical manner

	Support
	Student provides several (4+) appropriate examples from the reading as evidence to sufficiently support his/her assertions
	Student provides several examples from the reading as evidence, but does not sufficiently support his/her assertions
	Student provides a few examples from the reading as evidence to sufficiently support his/her assertion.
	Student provides no examples from the text nor supports assertions

	Focus
	The writing answers the chosen question and stays focused on that particular topic from beginning to end.
	The writing answers the chosen question and stays focused on that particular topic for most of the answer.
	The writing answers the chosen question but is not focused on that topic.
	The writing doesn't answer the question.
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