The Uh-Oh Speech

Time Limit: 1 Minute/ 60 sec.

No notes, outline, or podium

Origin

The idea for this speech came from a radio contest.  Because it was so much fun and because it was perfect speech practice, it is incorporated into the curriculum.

Purpose

There is nothing more aggravating that someone who uses irritating speech phrases such as uh, um, I mean, you know, like, ect. too often.  This speech is designed to make you aware of those annoying speech patterns.  Perfect speech is speaking how you practice writing your grammar in English class.  
Explanation

The Uh-Oh speech is impromptu, and you will only be graded on your ability to avoid those awful speech patterns.  You will be given a broad topic such as cafeteria food, mothers, or lawnmowers.  These are the rules:

1. You must speak for a minute.  You will be stopped when time is up.

2. You must remain on topic.

3. You may not have long pauses.

4. You may not use those awful phrases and filler words.  Here is a list (it is not all-inclusive) um, ah, uh, like, oh, and, wanna, gonna, ta, an, ‘cuz, I mean, you know, uh-oh, and noises such as “ta”.  You will be stopped once you say one.

5. You will be allowed a limited number of and’s and so’s and only if used CORRECTLY.

6. You cannot list items (“The United States is made up of 50 states.  They are..)

7. NO repetition of sentences or phrases.

8. No foreign language.

9. No singing of songs.

10. You cannot start your speech with, “The topic I chose from the cup over there on Mrs. Schmidt’s desk/table…..”  (or any other repetitive beginning to stall time)  Start and stay on topic.

Preparation

There is no preparation, but you may practice as much as you want.

Presentation

During presentation you will have an audience hanging on your every word.  Should you goof up, they are welcome to yell (politely) “uh-oh” at you.  Have fun and watch your language!

Grading

The Uh-Oh Speech is a pass or fail situation.  If you do not succeed the first time, or the second, or the third, and so on.  You may continue trying until you succeed.  You will not pass the course until you do do.

Tips

Make a plan in 30 sec.  Plan and think about details.  Talk faster rather than slower (since we use these words as fillers).

Make a Connection:  list three reasons when perfect speech will be needed after high school:

1.

2. 

3.
