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Teacher – Sandage


Subject – Language Arts


Grade – 7th





Lesson – Socratic Seminar on “The Devoted Friend”


IC Essential Skills and Concepts/Common Core – College & Career Readiness-Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it, cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.


Objective:  Students will think critically and using the Socratic Seminar


List any use of technology integration - none








Introduction/Background – Students have already been introduced to a Socratic seminar. In the first seminar, the instructor served as the facilitator and it was done as a whole class.    In this activity the students will be divided into 2 groups.  A student facilitator has been assigned to each group.  The student facilitators will be given the questions to discuss.  Students will be given 5 chips each.  Every time they add to the discussion they throw a chip in the middle.  Once they are out of chips they only listen, they can no longer join in the discussion.  This will keep some students from monopolizing the conversation and it will encourage other students to participate.  Students have to at least contribute twice to the discussion.








Task – As an introduction students are to write a short paragraph describing what they think makes a good friend.  Students are then asked to read the story “The Devoted Friend” individually. As students read they are to look for instances where Hans shows his friendship and underline in red.  Students are to underline in black or blue where the Miller shows his friendship?    Students will answer the questions on the handout.  The instructor will then have students get into 2 groups with their assigned facilitator .  The student facilitator will then ask the discussion questions.  Students will abide to seminar protocol and the above rules added by the instructor.  They will discuss the questions.  When small groups are finished discussing the class will come together and will discuss what they feel the moral of the story is and why.





Questions and copy of the story are attached.
































Bring any supporting documents that will assist students in completing this task such as; rubrics, additional handouts, graphic organizers, Viking Pride in writing, etc. 








