The Jungle  Book  Essay  Questions
Rudyard Kipling’s children’s book The Jungle Book (1894) was wildly popular in both England and America.  He was also very successful as a poet and as the author of the novel Captains Courageous.  In fact, he was awarded the Nobel Prize for literature in 1907.  He traveled throughout the world in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s and was very successful financially.  However, after World War I, he started to receive criticism for his portrayal of British Imperialism in India.  Kipling’s writings portrayed the white British rulers as loving fathers to their Indian servant classes.  The Indians did not see their treatment as quite so “loving” and resented the ruling class of wealthy Brits, who often were compared to white American slave owners.  The Jungle Book can be read as both a fun children’s book but also as an adult reflection on the social climate of Imperial Britain controlling a poverty-stricken India.
Answer each of the following questions in a complete paragraph using examples from both the Disney movie version and the actual chapter written by Kipling that we read in class.
1.  The Jungle Book is an anthropomorphic novel, meaning the story’s themes are illustrated by animal characters with human qualities, both good and bad.  What human qualities are represented in the following characters:  Bagheera, Baloo, Shere Khan, Hathi, and Akela?  Examine each animal character for both the positive and negative human qualities they exemplify.

2.  How might the story’s theme of love and family ties really be a metaphor for colonialism and racial prejudice?  In what ways do the different animals and their attitudes toward one another and Mowgli symbolize the racial diversity and strife that India was facing as it tried to throw off white British power?  Do the animals and man live in harmony or do they feel a need to be separate ((symbolic of British and Indian race relations)?

3. One of the literary techniques Kipling and Disney both used includes irony.  What is ironic about the  following points?   A.) Bagheera says there is nothing to fear about the man cub because he has no claws.  Even though man is physically weak and unprepared to survive alone in the jungle, why is he the greatest threat?   B.) The animals model traits such as integrity, courage, faithfulness, and love.  Although humans are considered to have superior intelligence, how do the animals demonstrate superior wisdom in their relationships?

