Understanding the Formation of a Rock

8th Grade Earth Science  
Middle of the unit.
Iowa Core - Understand and apply knowledge of the structure and processes of the Earth system and the processes that change the Earth and its surface.
Understand and apply knowledge of Earth history bases on physical evidence.
Big Idea:  Characteristics of the lithosphere (solid part of the Earth).  What processes are forming and changing the lithosphere?  What evidence is there to support changing of the Earth’s crust?
Essential Skill:  Understanding the rock cycle.
Task: How are the different types of rocks related?
All of the different types of rocks that make up the Earth’s surface can be classified.  Under the proper circumstances, a rock from one of the basic groups can be changed to another group.  This will illustrate the constant changing of the Earth’s surface.
You are being asked to construct a ROCK CYCLE diagram that will show how the basic rock groups are interrelated by processes that can change one rock type into another.  This diagram must include the processes responsible for changing rocks from one type to another and information to indicate the possible routes and directions a rock might follow through the rock cycle.
A successful diagram may result it that diagram being included in the next edition to your current textbook!!  This will make you an illustrator at a textbook company!  Therefore, you must make this diagram interesting and exciting to a current 8th grade student.
