Business News Group Presentations
For these assignments, you will work with a partner to research and present information about an important economic/business related topic.  You and your partner(s) will be assigned a specific area that you will focus on all semester long, and keep the class up to date on what is happening in some of these areas.  
You will present what you have learned about your topic, about every three to four weeks during the first semester.  Our first presentations will begin on September 30.
Your first presentation will need to be a little more of a history lesson about your topic so your classmates will know a little about your topic, but future presentations will focus on things that are happening now and will be more of an update or current status.  Listed below are the things that need to be included in your presentations and how much everything is worth.
1. Grading:
a. Each presentation will be worth 100 pts.  A detailed grading sheet will be provided to you showing how I will score these, and what you need to do to get the best grade possible.
b. There will only be one presentation in the first quarter, but three in the second quarter.
2. Research:
a. I suggest that you use Google News to gather information about your topics.  If you type in news.google.com you will be able to search your topic and come up with many sources from newspapers, magazines, blogs, videos, etc.  You can use other sources also, but make sure to vary your sources, so you are getting accurate information.  Wikipedia can be used, but it should not be your only source.
b. Make sure you are using current articles.  It will tell you on the Google News site how old articles are.  Economic information changes constantly, so if you are using old articles the information may be out of date.
c. Save all of your sources.  You will need to provide me with a list of sources that you used.  You can copy the internet addresses for the stories you do into a Word document that you can submit to me at the time of your presentation.  If you use newspapers or magazines you can cut out the articles and hand deliver them to me.
d. For each presentation, you and your partner should have at least 10 different sources of information.  You will have time each week to gather these articles and work together to finalize your product.
e. Use the list of key questions attached to guide your research.
3. Presentations:
a. Your presentation will need to be ready to go on the date we start the presentations.  We will probably need at least two days to do them, but everyone needs to be ready to go on day one to get full credit.  Late presentations will be accepted within one week of the due date, but with substantial point penalties, which will be listed on your grading sheet.
b. Your presentation should include a PowerPoint presentation (or a comparable substitute) on your topic, pictures relating to your topic, videos (if possible) about your topic (3 minutes or less), and any other thing that will help the class understand what it is that you researched.
c. There is no specific time limit or minimum, but your presentation should be long enough for us to understand what it is that you are talking about.  Most presentations should take from 10-15 minutes to do this.
d. Getting videos, photos and everything organized and in one place is something that I will help you with.  If you are not familiar with some of the technical things you will need to do to get videos embedded and files saved, that is OK.  I will not be grading you on how well you use the technology, only that you researched and presented the topics well.
e. Both partners need to contribute to the project.  I will be watching you in class, and you will fill out a group grading sheet after your presentations, so there is no guarantee that you and your partner will get the same grade on the project.  If you don’t contribute you will get a lower score.


Financial Reform: Key Questions to Answer
1. What industry(s) is financial reform mainly targeted at?
1. How is financial reform supposed to change the current system?
1. How do these reforms help an average person?
1. What is the intended effect on our economy for the financial reforms?
1. Do Democrats, Republicans or both support this financial reform bill?
1. How much is this going to cost taxpayers?
1. What could happen if these reforms do not take effect?
1. Are there any other reforms that have not been passed that are being looked at in the future?
1. In your opinion is financial reform something that is necessary or is it a burden on our economy?  Support with details.
Taxes/Tax Policy: Key Questions to Answer
1. What are the current personal income tax rates?
1. Give some historical perspective showing highs and lows for income taxes in the past.
1. How much does our Federal Government collect in income taxes each year?
1. What is going to happen to income tax rates at the end of this year?
1. What do Democrats think should happen to these rates?
1. What do Republicans think should happen to these rates?
1. How do income taxes affect our economy as a whole?
1. Are there other options for a national tax other than income taxes?  If so, what are they and how would they impact the average person?
1. What would happen if we eliminated federal income taxes?
1. In your opinion is our current tax system something that is necessary or is it a burden on our economy?  Support with details.
Unemployment: Key Questions to Answer
1. What has unemployment been like the last three years?
1. Where is unemployment supposed to go over the next two years?
1. How much is our current unemployment costing us as a nation in dollars?
1. What are unemployment benefits and how do they work?
1. What has the federal government done to try and lower unemployment?
1. What do the Democrats think still needs to be done?
1. What do the Republicans think still needs to be done?
1. What impact did unemployment have on this year’s and possibly 2012’s elections?
1. What is under-employment, and how many people fit this description in the U.S.?
1. What are the long term effects of unemployment on our economy?
1. In your opinion are government interventions to cut unemployment something that is necessary or is it a burden on our economy?  Support with details.


TARP/Stimulus 2008: Key Questions to Answer
1. What is the difference between TARP and the Stimulus of 2008?
1. What was the initial cost of each of these?  How much has actually been spent on each to date?
1. What was the stimulus’s main purpose?  Did it have the projected effect it was supposed to?
1. What was the TARP’s main purpose?  Did it have the projected effect it was supposed to?
1. Overall has the TARP been a positive or negative to our economy as a whole?
1. Overall has the stimulus been a positive or a negative to our economy as a whole?
1. Who was the main supporter of TARP/stimulus:  Democrats, Republicans or both?
1. When are both of these programs finished?
1. Has anything like these programs been tried before?  Were they successful?
1. In your opinion are TARP and the stimulus bill something that are necessary or are they a burden on our economy?  Support with details.
National Debt/China: Key Questions to Answer
1. How much is our debt now and what is it projected to be in the future?
1. How did we get this debt?  How much do we take in in revenue from taxes and how much does our government spend each year?
1. How does this debt affect an average person’s day to day life right now?  How could it affect a person’s life in the future?
1. Are there any current plans to lower the debt?  If so, briefly explain them.
1. Do Democrats, Republicans or both parties see lowering the debt as a top priority?  If so, what do they plan on doing about it down the road?
1. Who are the top five countries that we owe money too?
1. How is China able to give us loans to keep our government running, and why do they do it?
1. If we were able to balance our budget today, how long would it take to eliminate our national debt?
1. What are some long term consequences of running such a large national debt?
1. In your opinion is the national debt something that is necessary or is it a burden on our economy?  Support with details.
Health Care Reform: Key Questions to Answer
1. Briefly describe the bill and what it is supposed to do?  What changed from what is currently done?
1. How will this affect a normal middle class family?  Will it be more expensive/cheaper?  Will it provide better/worse care?
1. How much will this probably end up costing taxpayers?
1. Will this have any effect on taxes?
1. Who will have to participate in this program?
1. Do Democrats, Republicans or both parties typically support this bill?
1. What relationship does health care have to our overall economy?
1. What could potentially happen to our economy if this bill is or is not carried through?
In your opinion is health care reform something that is necessary or is it a burden on our economy?  Support with details.

News Group Grading Sheet
Research (30 pts):
1. At least 10 sources used and links/hard copies provided
· 10+ Sources—10 pts Max							_____
· 5-9 Sources—9 pts Max								_____
· 1-4 Sources—4 pts Max								_____
2. All sources relate to the main topic
· All Sources—10 pts Max							_____
· 5-9 Sources—9 pts Max								_____
· 1-4 Sources—4 pts Max								_____
3. Sources are varied, not all from one web site/network/blogger
· 5+ Distinct Places—10 pts Max							_____
· 3-4 Distinct Places—8 pts Max							_____
· 1-3 Distinct Places—6 pts Max							_____
Presentation (50 pts):
1. All group members contributed to the presentation (5 pts)
· Work split pretty evenly								_____
· One person did a bit more work							_____
· Once person did most of the work						_____
2. Presentation was focused on topic (10 pts)
· Presentation completely on topic						_____
· Some parts deviate from main topic						_____
· Most parts have nothing to do with topic					_____
3. Information was clear and easy for other students to understand (10 pts)
· Presentation completely clear							_____
· Some parts were hard to understand						_____
· Most of the presentation made no sense					_____
4. Information was presented in a logical order (5 pts)
· Presentation was completely organized						_____
· Some parts didn’t flow with the rest of the presentation				_____
· Presentation seemed thrown together and unorganized				_____
5. Graphics, videos, and/or other media (web sites, etc.) were used to enhance the presentation (5 pts)
· Presentation used several multimedia tools to enhance the product		_____
· One or two items were used to enhance						_____
· No items were used to enhance the presentation				_____
6. Enough information was presented for the class to become knowledgeable about your area of study (15 pts)
· Presentation fully explained topic						_____
· Presentation left a couple of holes in what we should know			_____
· Presentation really didn’t tell us much about the topic				_____
The remaining 20 points will be determined by how you worked with your partner and how you utilized class time when provided.  This will be based on my observations and by you filling out a grade sheet for your partner(s).
