DEWEY DECIMAL TASK

Randomly place students in pairs for this activity.  The questions at the end will be completed individually.  Give each group a set of spine label flashcards and a set of picture cards.

Activity #1

Place the spine label cards in shelf order according to the Dewey Decimal System.  Both partners should work together.  When you are finished, raise your hands and the teacher will come around to check them.  If you have all of the cards in the correct order you may start activity 2.

Activity #2

The picture cards show book topics.  Sort the picture cards into the Dewey group that best matches the picture.  Some pictures may fit into more than one group.  The teacher will come around and ask you to explain why you put each card in those groups.  When you have all of your cards sorted raise your hands so you can share with the teacher.

Following Activity 2, give each student a worksheet with these questions for students to answer individually.

INDIVIDUAL WORK

After completing both activities answer the following questions:

1. When putting non-fiction books in shelf order, always look at the ___________ first.

a. Title

b. Dewey Number

c. Author’s Name

d. Color of the Cover

2. Which Dewey group did you put the picture of the rabbit in?  ___________  Explain why you chose this group.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. A tornado came through the library and mixed up all of the nonfiction books.  In complete sentences tell how you would help put the books back on the right shelf.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extension:  The following week students will color and decorate the picture cards to display on the non-fiction shelves to help other students find the topics they are looking for.

