Chapter 5 American History Project

Instead of taking a test over this chapter, you will be completing a project that requires you to take your knowledge of the lives of settlers on the Great Plains and in the West and use it to help you to write a journal detailing their experiences. You will pick a “person” from the list of available people that I provide you with you will then write a detailed journal that includes the following information:

1. The person’s background (where are they from, why did they move West, what are they hoping to accomplish with their move West, what is there family situation, and any additional information that you would like to “share” about the person.)
2. Information about the specific hardships that the person is facing with their current situation ( such as if they know the best farming techniques for their specific area, etc.)
3. An example of a “day in the life” of your person. This means what a typical day for them looks like (what type of work do they do, etc.)
4. Information (provided from research) about the specific hardships of the area that your person is living in. Such as, if your person is a miner in Nevada they will be facing different hardships than a farmer in Iowa. You need to research the specific area and provide some background information about what life would have been like for a person living in that area in the late 1800s. You need to also research information about your person’s specific occupation, and background (such as why so many Europeans wanted to come to America.)
5. Write at least one paragraph describing the current situation of immigrants in the United States today. How is their situation the same/different to that of the immigrants of the 1800s? Are immigrants still coming to the United States for the same reasons that they came for in the 1800s? Explain.




Your journal:

·  Needs to be 2-3 pages in length (typed, double spaced, 12 point font.)
· Needs to include a title page (not counted in your page count.)
·  Must include a bibliography page to cite your sources for the research portion (you may NOT use your book.) 

This project will be assessed using the attached rubric. It will be worth 75 points.

























American History Chapter 5 Project Rubric

	Criteria
	Excellent (25-20 pts)
	Acceptable (15-10 pts)
	Evolving (10-0 pts)

	Information
	All 4 areas of required information are included and thoroughly explained.
	3 areas of required information are included and explained.
	2 or less areas of required information are included, but not thoroughly explained.

	Grammar, punctuation, mechanics, spelling
	1-2 errors 
	3-4 errors
	5 or more errors

	Structure
Paper includes a title page, introductory paragraph with topic sentence, conclusion paragraph, and bibliography page.
	All 4 structural elements are included in the paper.
	3 structural elements are included in the paper.
	2 or less structural elements are included in the paper.


















Possible Topics

1. Miner in Nevada
2. Chinese immigrant working on the railroad
3. Cowboy in Texas
4. European immigrant living on the Great Plains
5. Rancher in Texas
6. Teenager living on homestead with their family in the Great Plains.
7. African American living in the Great Plains
8. Woman living with her family in the West/on the Great Plains.

These are just “ideas” for topics. You will need to personalize these topics to make your “person” unique. All topics must receive final approval from your instructor. 
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