Revised AIW Task
Gail Maxwell
4th Grade Animal Reports

Essential Skills and Concepts:

· Iowa Core Science Benchmark:  Understand and apply knowledge of structures, characteristics, and adaptations of organisms that allow them to function and survive within their habitats
· 21st Century Skills - Technology:  Utilize digital tools and resources to investigate real-world issues, answer questions, or solve problems
· Media:  Uses inquiry and critical thinking skills to acquire, evaluate, use and create information
Student Task:
      As a final project for the unit each student will:
· Use the Inspiration template provided to research a chosen animal.  Research will be done using books from the media center and the AEA, World Book Web, and Nettrekker.  
· Using the information found create a written report about that animal using Microsoft Word.  
· As a concluding paragraph, place the animal in an environment different than where it normally lives (for example if it normally lives in the desert, place it in a rainforest).  What would that animal have to do in order to survive in that environment?  How would it adapt?  What adaptations could it develop to help it survive?  
· Create a cover page for the report that will include a picture of the animal. 
· Cite sources.
Students will have gone through SWH strategies to investigate the “big idea”.  The big idea is worded as such:  “Plants and animals have basic needs and body parts so they can survive where they live.”  As a class they generate questions concerning this.  The questions are divided into two groups:  researchable and testable.  To answer the research questions they consult experts (experts can be people, printed resources, or electronic resources).  To answer the testable questions, experiments are conducted.  
Students will be taught research skills to best use World Book Web and Nettrekker.  
Students will be taught how to cite their sources.
	



