Relaxed Writing
	As a tool to enable students create output in a 2nd language the relaxed writing activity can be quite effective.  The idea is for students to be creative in the language in a low stress environment in order to enable them use the language spontaneously should the need arise at some future time outside of school.  Therefore, when I first introduce relaxed writing I ask students to write a story for me using the vocabulary that they already know.  They can each ask for two new words, otherwise it should be utilizing previously learned language in a new and creative way.  I only have the class write for about 10 minutes the first time, but as we engage in this activity in the future they will free write for longer periods of time.  
	After writing their stories students are required to illustrate the story.  In this way, the student begins to visualize the language rather than translate.  They begin thinking in the target language.  Achieving this ability is a very important step in learning the language.  Students are also required to tell their story to an adult outside of school.  This is a non-stressful way of enabling students to use the language outside of the classroom.  
	The ultimate goal is that students be able to spontaneously create output (speak or write) in the language without being inhibited by saying something wrong or making a mistake.  Therefore I only grade for completion and effort.  However, this is also reinforced by vocabulary quizzes utilizing the vocabulary that has been studied throughout the year.


