A Raisin in the Sun Literary Analysis Comparison Essay

One thing that makes this play so wonderful is the characters.  Each character brings something important to the play.  Each develops in a unique way.  The interaction between the characters is also intriguing and contributes to the emotional connection forged with the audience.  Further, the important issues of tradition, respect, pride, gender roles, assimilation, and Afrocentricity, are all strongly tied to characters. 

Because of the importance of the characters in the play, your literary analysis will be focused on a character.  You will need to choose a character from the play – likely Mama, Walter, Ruth or Beneatha.  Other characters are options, but may not be as plausible an option as the four principle characters.  Once you’ve chosen a character, your objective is to compare that character to a modern leader who works for positive change in the world.  You need to decide for yourself what it means to be a “leader” as well as what “positive” change is.    

From a requirement standpoint . . . 

· Your essay should be two pages in length.  

· You should focus only on similarities between your character and modern leader.

· You should use three textual citations to support the values of your character.

· You should use at least two different outside sources to support your discussion of the leader you choose – and quote both of them in your essay.

· You must properly use MLA style parenthetical notation and provide a Works Cited page.

From a creation standpoint . . . 

· You will want to begin with an introduction in which you make clear which character you are comparing to which modern leader.  You will want to provide some information about your chosen character (e.g. who it is and what s/he did).  You will want to make clear who the leader is that you’ve chosen.  You may want to share information about their background and what they have done to be seen as a leader.  You should provide a thesis statement that indicates clearly the similarities you will be proving.

· Your body paragraphs will focus on the similarities.  It’s possible that you will have one paragraph for each similarity, but you may also need two paragraphs per similarity depending on the amount of information you share.  Regardless, you will need to explicitly tie your discussion in each body section back to the thesis statement.

· You will want to conclude with a restatement of your basic arguments and work to leave the audience with a clear understanding of what you have proven.  You may want to revisit some characteristics of both the leader and the character to aid in this.
· Remember to use present tense verbs to write about literature.

Assessment: You will be assessed, as usual, using the six traits of writing.  The essay will be worth 100 points.  Additionally, there will be 10 points offered related to proper citation of sources and proper format of the Works Cited page.  These points are available as follows:

10: proper citation and format

9: two or fewer errors related to citation and format

8: three-four errors

7: five-six errors

6: more than six errors

MLA Citation Reminders

There are three different ways to include quotes in a literary essay . . . 

· Basic introduction: Walter says, “So you butchered up a dream of mine” (Hansberry 95).

· Used as part of the sentence: Walter indicates his anger when he tells Mama she “butchered up a dream” of his (Hansberry 95).

· Formal introduction: Walter makes his anger clear: “So you butchered up a dream of mine” (Hansberry95).  Here, use a full sentence introduction with a colon prior to the quote.

Note: page numbers always go in parentheses with a period following.  

There may be exceptions to these depending on how you introduce a quote or where you include it.  See me if you have questions.  

When citing an outside source in your essay, provide information about the source.  That is, make clear why the source should be seen as authoritative about the person you’ve chosen.  

Works Cited Page

Your citations here should reflect what you cite in your paper.  This page should include the sources used in alphabetical order using the format below, and should be arranged alphabetically.  There are a number of resources to assist in formatting each source; see me with questions.

Hansberry, Lorraine.  A Raisin in the Sun.  Vintage Books: New York, 1958.  

· If there is a second line of an entry, it should be tabbed in.  

· The entire page should be double spaced.  

· The title Works Cited should appear, centered, at the top of the page.  

