Name: ___________
Write a Mini-Mystery!   
Welcome to the 2nd quarter  writing project!  This piece will make its way through the writing process during the next 4-5 weeks, so do your best!  Below are some guidelines and hints to helping you make your way, successfully, through a mini-mystery!  (remember: make me laugh, make me cry, make me hurl…but make me do something!!)  Have fun! (  Think Scooby-Doo!!  This will help you develop a short, but interesting mystery!
1. Step one: Opening-provide an exciting lead (question, exclamation, description, noise).  Briefly tell me about your main characters (use the senses!).  Tell me about your setting (place, time, surroundings).  Present the problem (what happened?)  This should be 1-2 paragraphs, minimum!

2. Step two: Rising Action-Tell what is happening.  Are there clues that your main character/detective is finding?  Explain, in detail, how the problem is being handled, but don’t solve it yet!  Ask yourself, “Am I building suspense?”  

3. Step three: Climax-This is where the most suspenseful, scary stuff should take place, and the rest of the clues are given.  Ask yourself,  “Am I anxious to find out what happens??”  Don’t give it away just yet…
4. Step four: Falling Action/ Conclusion: What happens?  Who did it?  Tell me what the characters figured out.  Tie up all loose ends.  No cliffhangers. Don’t forget to tell WHY they did it.  For money?  To scare someone for some particular reason? (Think of the “Scooby Doo” endings/solutions).
5. SAVE YOUR DRAFT!  What isn’t completed today will be worked on in class over the next couple of weeks.  This particular first draft will be due Friday, Nov. 6.  This will be your first of many  deadlines for your mini-mystery.  Have a parent look over your draft for editing advice prior to bringing it to class for peer review.
_________________________________  I have read my child’s draft, and they have included all four elements to the mini-mystery mentioned above.
