¿Qué Pasa? 
Current Events in Spanish-Speaking Countries
Every student will adopt ONE Spanish-speaking country and become the ‘resident expert’ in class on matters pertaining to that country by doing a weekly current event report concerning news in that country. 
Students will be asked to find 8 different current events (1 for each week). Students should have one current event for each of the following:
· Politics					*Weather
· Sports					*National Holidays/Events
· Health					*Arts and Leisure
· Religion					*Other
Students will use a Word document to report on their countries weekly and will develop a PowerPoint presentation as a culminating experience to share with the class at the end of eight weeks. This project will be in English. Visuals should be included with each current event. Students should also compare and contrast the event with the United States.
Every week students should report on a different aspect (as shown above). Students should give the URL address of the article. Students should write a summary of the article (use who, what, where, when, why, how as a guide). Find the story location on a map of your country that you have printed out. 
Answer the question: Why is it news? Each day, newspaper editors around the world must make decisions about which stories they will publish. Stories make it into newspapers for many different reasons. Pick one of the following and discuss why you selected it. 
· Timeliness -- News that is happening right now, news of interest to readers right now. 
· Relevance -- The story happened nearby or is about a concern of local interest. 
· Magnitude -- The story is great in size or number; for example, a tornado that destroys a couple houses might not make the news but a story about a tornado that devastates a community would be very newsworthy. 
· Unexpectedness -- Something unusual, or something that occurs without warning. 
· Impact -- News that will affect a large number of readers. 
· Reference to someone famous or important -- News about a prominent person or personality. 
· Oddity -- A unique or unusual situation. 
· Conflict -- A major struggle in the news. 
· Reference to something negative -- Bad news often "sells" better than good news. 
· Emotions -- Emotions (such as fear, jealousy, love, or hate) increase interest in a story. 
· Progress -- News of new hope, new achievement, new improvements. 
Last, give your opinion or insights on the article. When you have done all 4 parts, you should have about 2 pages, double spaced, in 12 font. Each part should be a new paragraph (you will have 3 and the map). A paragraph is at least 4 sentences; this is the bare minimum for each part. 

	
	Exceeds
	Meets
	Meets Somewhat
	Does Not Meet

	Log
	Entries for each week for all 8 weeks on more than one topic with URL address. Organized in binder.
	Entries for each week for all 8 weeks with URL address. Organized in binder.
	Entry for each week with URL address. Articles are irrelevant, short, scattered and hard to follow.
	Missing entries for one or more weeks; no URL address. Information organized haphazardly.

	Log Reflection
	Entries have all 4 parts completed thoroughly with descriptions. Log shows thoughtful reflection on each article.
	Entries have all 4 parts completed with descriptions. Log shows some thought about events in each article.
	Events reported; makes only superficial conclusions on each article.
	Haphazardly or incomplete reports; makes no attempt to reflect on articles.

	Class Report
	Clear, concise, interesting; leaves students with questions 
	Interesting and clear reports on events in adopted country. Makes some connections
	Reports briefly on events from the news gathered. Few connections
	No report

	PowerPoint
	Uses several devices to deliver the ‘Year in Review’ PowerPoint including music, art, charts, graphs, etc. Compares and contrasts life in Adopted country with life in the U.S.
	Uses at least one element (sound, graphics) to enhance presentation. Synthesizes information to present an accurate look at the culture. Compares and Contrasts with U.S.
	Presentation has a clear beginning, middle, and end. Student portrays country news in a logical, sequential way. No elements to enhance presentation and/or compare and contrast.
	No or poor presentation with little material. No attempt to make events flow together.



