Pruning and Trimming Deciduous Trees
OBJECTIVE
To learn how to prune and trim deciduous trees properly and safely.

PROCESS
Instructor will demonstrate how to use the pruning tools safely and will identify the collar area and branch to be removed.

1. 	Select a branch from the tree that we are at.  Use chalk to properly mark the branch where you would cut by following the below steps. 

2.	In order to remove large branches (diameter over 1 ½”) from a deciduous tree, you must use the 3 cut method illustrated below:
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3.	The first cut (cut A) is done about 8 inches away from the main trunk of the tree.  From the bottom side, cut about half way through the branch that you are wanting to remove.  By doing this, the bark will not be pulled from the trunk.

4.	The second cut (cut B) is made one inch to the outside of Cut A.  This will allow the branch to drop off.

5.	Now the final cut (cut C) can be made along the collar line.  The tree will heal better if you follow the above steps.

6.  If cutting a small branch (under 1 ½” in diameter) you may use a small pruning saw or a pair of pruning shears.  When using pruning shears, position the branch as deep in the jaws of the pruning shears as possible.

7. 	Explain why you placed your marks where you did.  If correct, you will use the saw to make the proper cuts.
