Proportions

Grade: 5th Grade

Materials:


12x18 Drawing Paper


Pencils


Black Sharpie Marker


Colored Pencil/Markers/Crayons

Standard:

c. Identify the use of proportion to indicate distance. (Large shapes are close-up; small shapes are far away.)

b. Identify pattern as the regular repeat of line, texture, color, or shape to produce an artwork.

c. Identify symmetrical (formal) balance in a composition.

 Critical Objective:


a.  Students will experiment on how to draw distance.

a. Students will show their understanding of how different sizes can show distance. 

b. Know vocabulary: proportion, symmetrical.

Enduring Understanding:

Artists use basic techniques to make some things look close and other things look further away.

Essential Question:

How can you create the illusion of space on a 2-dimensional surface?

Literacy Connection:

Share with the students pictures that show objects that are in different proportions and discuss how those proportions affect how we look at the picture.

Description

Exploration:


Give each student a piece of paper and a pencil. Tell them that they need to draw a person that is sitting down with their feet closest to you. How can you show that the feet are closest to you?  How will you draw the other parts of the body?  


Give the students 15 minutes to draw their person.  Walk around and watch how the students may be solving the problem.  Have the students share with you what they are thinking as they draw (Why are you doing what you are doing? How does this show that the feet are closer to you?)

Modeling:


Share with the students that they will be making a persons body but they will use different proportions to show distance between different parts on that body.  Share with them that using different proportions was one way to solve the problem they faced while drawing their person.

Model the steps of his project for the students.  First trace your feet at the body of the page.  Tell them that they may have a friend help them.  Then they will trace their hands right above the top of their shoes. 

 Talk to them about the length of your arms vs. the length of your legs; which one would be in front? (feet)  Show them how overlapping the feet and the hands makes it look like the hands are behind the feet. 

 Then discuss the size of the head. Would the head be larger, the same as, or smaller than your feet and hands?  It would be smaller because it is the farthest away.  These features have different proportions that help us see distance.  What does proportion mean?

Proportion: dimensions or size.

Example:  The proportions of the car and the garage did not work together because the car didn’t fit.

Model for the students how you would attach the body to your head, hands, and feet.  Remind students about how things get smaller as they get farther away so the lines that connect should get closer together the farther back you go.

Have the students decorate the bottom of their shoes using patterns, lines, and shapes.  The shoes need to be symmetrical to each other.  

Closure:


Have the students begin to discuss the following questions at their table.  Then discuss as a large group?

· Why as artists would we want to be able to show distance in our artwork?  

· Can you think of any other ways you cold show distance besides using proportion?
· How might this information help us outside of the art room?
Assessment:

Did the students overlap to show distance?

Did the students use correct proportions to show distance between the hands, feet, head and body?

Did the student make the design symmetrical?

Student reflection card

