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American Government

Preamble to the Constitution

Directions:  Read the Preamble of the United States Constitution and fill in the following table with a partner.

"We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America."

	Preamble Phrase
	What does this mean?
	Was it true under the Articles of Confederation?  Why or Why not?
	Is it true today?  Why or why not?

	In Order to Form a More Perfect Union

	
	
	

	Establish Justice


	
	
	

	Insure Domestic Tranquility

	
	
	

	Provide for the Common Defence

	
	
	

	Promote the General Welfare

	
	
	

	Secure the Blessings of Liberty

	
	
	


Does the Constitution fulfill the goals of the Preamble today?  Why or why not?  Write your summary on the back of this paper.
