Phases of the Moon
Name: _____________

Why does the Moon have phases? (TAG)  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How long does it take the Moon to orbit the Earth? (TAG)  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are we able to see the Moon when it is between the Earth and the Sun?  Why or why not?  (TAG)  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Directions: Use the flashlight (Sun) and the two round models (Earth and Moon) to simulate the movement of the moon around the Earth in the Earth/Moon system.  
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Once your group has had time to simulate the movement of the Moon around the Earth, look at the picture below. 
[image: ]

In the space to the right of the picture, draw the Sun, Earth, and Moon.  Draw the moon, showing where it would be in its orbit, to get this view of the Moon.  Explain why you drew this diagram the way you did.  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Label the “day” side of the moon, Label the “night” side of the moon.
Imagine that you are on the Moon as you see it above and you can see Earth.  Draw in the space below how the Earth would appear.  Be careful!!  Then support your reasoning.  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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