By Which Philosophies do you Live?

Throughout To Kill a Mockingbird, the reader often sees Atticus’ philosophies of life or maxims, in which he tries to instill in Jem and Scout.  The purpose of this assignment is to examine one’s life and choose five maxims which guide your actions and represent them on a collage.  In addition, the reflection paper will allow you to sharpen your writing skills.

Collage
The following elements must be included in your personal philosophy collage:
1.  Maxims--The basis for your collage will be five maxims by which you live.  One’s philosophy is guided by many maxims.   Each maxim must be written in sentence form.  Example:  Don’t judge a person until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.

How do I decide on my maxims?  Ask yourself the following questions:
· What personal rules do I try to live by daily?  
· By what are my actions governed?
· Do the following influence my actions/behaviors: family, church, school, friends, etc.?	

2.  Visual stimuli--After writing your maxims, represent them on a collage consisting of a variety of visual stimuli.  You may include drawings, pictures or text from magazines or newspapers, clip art images, etc.  For the sake of space, please don’t make your collage larger than an 8 ½ x 14 piece of paper.  


Written Component—Must be typed!
1.  Explanation—Type a one-paragraph explanation of each maxim.  Why did you pick this maxim?  How does it apply to your life? 


Note:  Be creative!  Be colorful!  Show your best work!  Upon completion of the project, I will proudly hang these in the classroom. 
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Visual Representations of Maxims
	


The collage includes 5 maxims along with a visual representation of each.
	
The collage includes 5 maxims but one of them is not visually represented.
        OR
The collage includes four maxims visually
represented.
	


The collage includes 3 or less maxims along with a visual representation of each.
	The collage includes 1 or 2 maxims along with a visual representation of each.
          OR
The collage doesn’t include any maxims and/or visual representations.

	


Explanation of Maxims

X 2
	
For each of the 5 maxims, a descriptive paragraph clearly explains why the writer chose each maxim.
	
For 4 of the maxims, a descriptive paragraph clearly explains why the writer chose each maxim.
	 
For 3 or less maxims, a descriptive paragraph clearly explains why the writer chose each maxim.
	
For 1 or 2 maxims an explanation is given.  
           OR 
The 5 or less descriptions for maxims did not clearly explain why the writer chose each and were not detailed.

	

Reflection Paper
(In-class component) 
	 The writer thoroughly responded to all four questions and provided ample details and examples.
	The writer adequately responded to all four questions and providing details and examples. 
	 The writer responded to all four questions but did not provide adequate details and examples.
OR  The writer chose to answer only three questions.
	
 The writer chose to respond to some of the questions in a very minimal fashion.

	
	
	
	
	

	Total_____x 2=_____/24
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In-Class Reflection

Directions:  Answer the following questions using specific examples and details:

1.  How did this assignment make you reflect upon how you live your life and what is really important to you?









2.  What self-discoveries did you make?  For instance, did it force you to rethink or question your daily actions?











3.  What changes might you make in your daily life after completing this assignment?
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