Parody Lesson Plans

STUDENT OBJECTIVES
Students will
· explore the techniques of parodies such as The Simpsons, Weird Al songs, Beowulf and Sir Gawain and the Green Knight parodies.
· imitate a scene from Macbeth by writing their own parodies. In order to achieve success, they must analyze and interpret the meaning of the text correctly. 
· reflect on the connections between original poems and their parodies.


[bookmark: session1]SESSION ONE
1. Define a parody - An imitation of the style of a particular writer, artist, or genre with deliberate exaggeration for comic effect.
2. Show and share various parodies.  Identify what comment is being made about society through this parody.
3. Have students list from the original text, movie or song the Subject, Tone, Purpose, Audience, Speaker or Occasion of the piece. Discuss each of these.
4. Watch or read the parody of the original text, movie or song.
5. Using a Venn diagram, students will identify which element of the Parody has been changed to achieve the effect exaggeration for comedic effect.
6. Conclusion Drawn - Students will identify what comment is being made about society through this parody and how.
SESSION TWO
7. Students will then identify a scene from Macbeth to parody.  A list of possible scenes will be given.
8. Students will meet with a group of students who are working with the same scene. They will make a Venn diagram identifying what will remain the same and what will change in their parody. They will use SOAPS-T as identifiers.
9. Students will write their own parody of a Scene from Macbeth incorporating the new Occasion, Speaker, Audience, Tone or Purpose.
10. Students will write a reflection of their purpose of their parody and working in a group.


Parody Assignment
Objective - To fully understand the purpose behind the author’s choices, you will write your own parody of his writing.  
1. Identify the Subject, Occasion, Audience, Purpose, Speaker, and Tone of the scene. Tell the reason why the author chose this.
2. Identify which one of these you wish to change for your parody. Circle this one. 
3. In one sentence, identify how you will change the scene.
Act _______ Scene ________
S
O
A
P
S
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I will change the ___________________.  I will do this by _________________________
____________________________________________________________________________.
My purpose in changing the _____________________ is to call attention to _____________________________________________________________________________.
1.Using a mini-computer, type your own parody of a scene from Macbeth.  Each line from the scene must be included.  You may choose from the following: Act I; Scene 7 (Pgs. 356-358), Act II, Scene 2 (Pgs. 363-365), Act III; Scene 3; Scene 3 (Pgs. 381), Act III; Scene 4 (Pgs. 382-387), Act IV; Scene 1 (Pgs. 392-398), Act V; Scene 1 (Pgs. 410-412), Act V, Scene 7 (Pgs. 421-423)
Parody Requirements:  Parody must be 2 pages in length. Work must be equally divided among your group. A report of who did what will be filled out with reflection.   You will be graded on Participation, Organization, and Voice (use of humor being evident).  
2. Write a reflection paragraph identifying what your purpose was in writing the parody.  In other words, what are you trying to make fun of and why?
3. Include a list of the members of your group and what each member contributed


