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Role – Editor/Journalist

Audience – The Public

Format – Newspaper

Topic – The Outsiders
OBJECTIVE:  EXTRA! EXTRA! READ ALL ABOUT IT!  Congratulations!  You have just been hired as the editor of a small newspaper located in Oklahoma in 1967.  However, the paper is so small that you will draft, write, and edit the suggestions for articles written below.  Some articles will specifically reference the novel, and information for other articles will need to be researched online. 

A word of warning though: Plagiarism is unacceptable, and you will be given no credit for copying and pasting facts into your newspaper.  When you find something worthy of including in your paper, you must put it into your own words.  Additionally, if you fail to list the website at the end of your article where you found your information, you will receive no credit.  Pay attention to the requirements for each article!
DEADLINES:  Over the next week, we will be spending a substantial amount of class time in both language arts and literature using the mobile lab to research and type.  However, you may need to spend additional time at home writing, typing, or researching.  

Due Wednesday, May 18 (Day A): Two articles – handwritten or typed with headlines

· Class time will be given to research and type, but you need to make sure both articles get typed daily!

Due Thursday, May 19 (Day B): Two more articles – handwritten or typed with headlines

· Class time will be given to research and type, but you need to make sure both articles get typed daily!

Due Friday, May 20 (Day A): Two more articles – handwritten or typed with headlines

· Class time will be given to research and type, but you need to make sure both articles get typed daily!

Due Monday, May 23 (Day B):  Newspaper Title and Date

· Your newspaper will be going to press today (you’ll print it).  This will be the final workday before presentations begin.  You should cut and paste your articles into the template saved on TIGER (information will be given in class) if you haven’t already done so, and you need to be ready to present your paper tomorrow!

Present your masterpiece:  Tuesday (5/24), Thursday (5/26), Friday (5/27) 

It is recommended that you save all your work to your TIGER account; anything that needs to be transported home can be saved on a flash drive.  Save all articles in one Word document, articles can be cut and pasted into a newspaper template on Friday and/or Monday.

Topics to Address: You will select SIX from the choices below.

1. Author’s Corner: S.E. Hinton – Five Fabulous Facts, explained of course! Make sure these facts are interesting!  YOU WILL NEED TO CITE YOUR SOURCE at the end of your article (list the website/book at the end of the article. (No source = no credit).

· LENGTH:  One paragraph OR 5 numbered bullets written in complete sentences

2. Editorial:  Using a thematic statement from the anticipation guide we did at the beginning of this novel, write an “editorial” explaining how the events in this book support one of the themes addressed earlier (after all, editorials are based on opinion).  

· LENGTH – One solid paragraph

3. FOR SALE:
a. Advertisement:  Research a product, a movie, music, film, etc., that was popular in the late 1960’s.  Place an ad in your paper marketing it, including all the information you can find on it (price, name/title, etc.).  YOU WILL NEED TO CITE YOUR SOURCE at the bottom of your ad (no source = no credit). SIZE:  Ad should not be larger than 1/4 of a sheet of paper.  It should be copied and pasted into a Word document.

OR

b. Classifieds:  Do you have something you want to sell or a job that you want to hire someone for?  Find 5 items to post in your classifieds.  Include FOR SALE or HELP WANTED and then a one sentence summary of the item and the cost or salary.  Include a telephone number you can be reached at.
4. Book Review:  Write a review of the novel. You will need to reference the book, but the majority of the article should be to convince your audience to read or not read this book. Did you like it or dislike it? Why?  How did it affect you? Why?  You can reference the last question on the Chapter 10-12 study guide as a good place to start.  Don’t forget to rate it!

· LENGTH:  No longer than 2 solid paragraphs.

5. Teen Beat – Discuss “Pop Culture” for teens in the late 1960’s.  What were some issues that teens are dealing or struggling with? What’s “in” or “out”?  What are some upcoming events or activities that teens can take part in?  A good place to start would be referencing the background knowledge that we created about the late 1960’s prior to reading the novel.  You can also think about what the Greasers and the Socs do for fun – keep it clean though! Newspapers don’t advertise illegal activities!

· LENGTH – Approximately one paragraph

6. Dear Abby – Dear Abby is an advice column that has appeared in newspapers around the country since 1956.  Write a letter to Dear Abby explaining a problem one of the characters (your “friend”) in the novel had asking for advice. Be sure to name the character from the novel and reference specific events from the text.  Additionally, provide a response from Dear Abby giving the advice and offering a solution to the problem.

· LENGTH – Approximately 1 paragraph for each 

7. Character Spotlight:  Select one of the options below – not both!

a. Who’s Who in the News:  Create a character spotlight. Select any character from the novel describing him or her (physical, personality, role, etc.) and your opinion of the character.  Keep in mind, however, that this article should be written as if the character is a real person, highlighting his or her strengths (good or bad).

OR
b. Obituary:  Select one of the three characters that died.  Write an obituary column for him. State life accomplishments, age (birthday/date of death), loved ones, full name, and any other important/interesting information.  Some obituaries even have a picture of the deceased!

· LENGTH – Approximately 1-2 paragraphs
8. Police Log:  Write a short account of one of the major, newsworthy, novel-based events. Of course, this is the Police Log, so the event would need to be something that would require the fuzz’s attention. Be sure to include the 5 W’s: Who, What, Where, When, Why.

· LENGTH – Approximately 1-2 paragraphs

9. Other ideas?  There are so many parts to a newspaper, and if you have a fabulous idea for something that would show off your skills and knowledge of The Outsiders, see me!  Prior approval is required!

10. Extra Credit – Once minimum requirements are met, you may write additional articles from those listed above for additional credit.  

Other items to include:

11. Your name, as reporter, underneath each headline

12. A date in 1967 written as day of the week, month number, year: _______________________

13. A newspaper title:___________________________ 

14. Headlines for each article

15. Location: City & State: ____________________________

GRADING

· WORK ETHIC:  You will receive a grade for Work Ethic.  Work ethic means you are on task each day in class, meeting deadlines and using your time wisely to get tasks accomplished, just like you would at a real newspaper!  These are easy points to earn! Don’t lose them!
· CONVENTIONS:  You will be graded on conventions for the entire project.  This means that spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation should be correct. Also, everything should be written in sentence form.  Fragments and run-ons are unacceptable.
· IDEAS AND CONTENT/ORGANIZATION:  
· The topics that you will be writing about need to stay focused and provide a clear explanation. The details are important, and presented in a way that is easy to follow. 
· Your writing will contain transitional words/phrases.  
· Be concise!  In a real newspaper, each article is only given a certain amount of space; therefore, choose your words wisely, otherwise your article will lose the reader’s interest.
· WORD CHOICE:  We’ve added 190 words to our vocabulary notebooks this year.  Additionally, there is a list of RIP words posted in the classroom.  With limited space in your columns, you need to select the strongest, most effective words.  Once again, choose your words wisely!
· PRESENTATION:  The template you will help you set up your newspaper correctly. Be sure to delete words and text boxes you don’t need. Feel free to experiment with layout!
· PRESENTING:  You will present your newspaper to the class using ELMO to show off your dazzling work.  The entire project will not be read aloud, but you will be selecting certain articles to showcase.  You will need to be professional and speak loudly.  Additionally, you need to avoid nervous habits. Further information will be given as we approach the due date.
Due:


Presentations begin


Tuesday, May 25











