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Following these directions are other opportunities for you to earn some points towards our Red Moon at Sharpsburg novel unit. This will be the final score for your second quarter literature grade.
Goal : Each student will demonstrate a  knowledge and understanding of his/her chosen character. 
We want you to spend some time thinking about the elements of character and characterization in literature. Your novel provided you with several dynamic, well-rounded characters as well as static or flat characters. Dynamic characters are those who go through changes and develop as a person as the story progresses; static characters may be mentioned briefly in a story, but we don’t learn much about them, so they do not become as real for readers as dynamic characters do.
Take a look at the following choices and then make a selection that will allow you to do your best. Your first decision will be to choose which dynamic character you want to focus upon; your second decision will be to choose what form you plan to use for this project.
Dynamic characters in Red Moon at Sharpsburg:
Calvin Trimble	Geneva Trimble
Cyrus Moody/ Pa	Polly Moody/ Mama
India Moody		Emory Trimble
Dr. Junius Hooks	Captain David Hunter Strother
Challenge characters (these could be possibilities, but you have to get approval from your instructors first): Tommy Trimble, Grace and/or Eloise Spreckle
Project Choices:
· Write a character sketch. This is a paragraph (minimum 7-10 sentences) or several paragraphs in which you provide a vivid description of the character, how he/she changed from the beginning of the book to the end, and why you liked or disliked him/her. Quoted passages and specific examples from the text are strongly encouraged to help provide evidence to support your analysis.
· Write a poem. The content of the poem should capture the essence of the character you have chosen to focus upon. As you create the content of your poem, consider the different situations this character experienced, how it affected him/ her, how it made him/her feel, as well as how these experiences changed him/ her. Think about the characteristics of this character that should be emphasized to your readers. Stanzas should consist of four or five lines each; strive to write at least four or five stanzas. Poems may be written using free/ blank verse or they may be written with a specific rhyme scheme.

Project Choices continued…
· Musical Option 1: Write song lyrics that could be applied to a tune we would recognize or, for an extra challenge, write your own music to accompany your lyrics. Criteria for this option would be similar to the poetry criteria.
Musical Option 2: Select previously published/ released music that conveyes your chosen character’s personality. The musical selection(s) should be accompanied by a written explanation regarding why these pieces of music fits the character (minimum 5-7 sentences). This option requires serious contemplation; you need to be able to justify why it is appropriate to your character.
· Artwork Option 1: Create an original piece of artwork depicting something important about the character you have chosen. The genre of your artwork is wide open – perhaps you want to use charcoal, pastels, watercolors or oils for painting, pencil shading, pen and ink, sculpture, or some other form of art you have learned from Mrs. Maguire in art class. Whatever medium you choose, your artwork must be accompanied by a written explanation of what it depicts about your character and why it was important to the character/ the story. (Minimum 5-7 sentences)
Artwork Option 2: Like the musical option 2, this option will require serious contemplation; you will need to be able to justify your choices. Find examples of already published artwork that depicts an important aspect of your character. Again, a written explanation will be necessary to explain why you chose this piece (or pieces) of art and what you believe it represents about your character. (Minimum 5-7 sentences)
· Write an epilogue for the novel. Most of us would agree that the ending of the final chapter in Red Moon at Sharpsburg was rather abrupt. The author, Rosemary Wells, must have had a reason for doing it that way, but it would be nice to have some semblance of closure. Based on the character you chose, and based on what inferences we can make about the character because of what we know about him/her from the story, write the last chapter of the book, tying up the loose ends and explaining what happened with your character’s life. 

This project will be weighted the same as a reading response or test would be weighted, so the quality of your work will have an impact upon your grade. Put forth your best effort! : )
