 Oedipus Rex Theme Activity

Step One:  Defining Topics 

As a whole class, we identified several topics that appear in Oedipus Rex. 

· The quest for identity

· The nature of innocence and guilt

· The nature of moral responsibility

· Fate versus free will

· The abuse of power

Step Two:  Writing Theme Statements

1) In small groups, choose four of the topics.  For each, compose a theme statement.  (Remember a theme is a statement that conveys the author’s main idea, moral, or message.) 

Step Three:  Reflection

1. Have you seen any of these themes elsewhere? (movies, TV, other books, etc.)  Explain using specific examples.

2. How have these themes appeared in your life or the world at large?  Please give details to support your answers.

3. Which themes apply directly to a teenager’s life?  Specifically explain how each is relevant.

Step Four:  Whole Class Discussion

This will be a time to process both the group work and individual reflection.
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