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The Importance of Explicit Vocabulary Instruction

1. Open the appropriate level PowerPoint
regarding vocabulary instruction (either
elementary or secondary located below).

2. Analyze the research-based information
from the PowerPoint, comparing its
concepts to your current instructional
practices.

3. Peruse our AtlanticESL wiki vocabulary
page for resources and strategies for
vocabulary instruction.

4. From either the PowerPoint or our
vocabulary page, choose one specific
vocabulary strategy you have never (or
rarely) used before that you can use within
the next few days.

5. Evaluate the effectiveness of your chosen
strategy, considering topic, time, variables
that may have affected it, student interaction, and overall success.

6. For this month’s discussion, share with your colleagues which strategy you chose to
implement and your evaluation of the strategy by posting your evaluation at the discussion tab
above, supporting that evaluation with an explanation that considers topic, time, variables

that may have affected it, student interaction, and overall success.

Content Objectives:

>SWBAT analyze research-based information regarding the importance of explicit
vocabulary instruction.

>SWBAT choose and apply a vocabulary strategy to his/her instruction and evaluate
its effectiveness.

Language Objective:

>Through writing/typing, SWBAT evaluate the effectiveness of his/her chosen strategy
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by way of composing and posting a discussion post at November's ESL PD discussion
tab above.

Words, Words, Words... they are POWER!

In fact, vocabulary is the point of departure for students' success and what sets
learners apart. Therefore, a focused and consistent practice of delivering
explicit vocabulary instruction is key to any student.

As Margarita Colderon,  professor emerita at Johns Hopkins University and
second language specialist, states, "Vocabulary knowledge correlates with
reading comprehension. Reading comprehension correlates with procedural and
content knowledge. Content knowledge correlates with academic success."
Calderon adds that "comprehension depends on knowing between 90% and 95%
of the words in text, [and] knowing words means explicit instruction, not just
exposure." And to know a word means that "students need 12 production
opportunities to own a word."

Since the Common Core State Standards emphasize and require more
vocabulary, language, and writing, we need to both teach and use the
vocabulary we want our students to use in their speaking and writing. This
reminds us, then, that the language we as teachers use and model in our
classroom (which should be academic language) sets the stage for our students'
learning and helps them meet our expectations in the classroom.

Vocabulary Notebook - Look here for fantastic ideas on vocabulary

strategies!  vocabulary-notebook.pdf

Vocabulary PowerPoints for Elementary and Secondary:

Dynamic Vocabulary in the Secondary Class, PowerPoint by Anita Archer ,
educational consultant

 Dynamic Vocab Secondary Class-Archer-modified.ppt
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Dynamic Vocabulary Instruction in the Elementary School, PowerPoint by Anita
Archer , educational consultant

 Dynamic Vocab Instruction in Elementary-Archer-mod.ppt


