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LESSON STUDENT LESSON SUMMARY COPY MASTER

8 Understanding the Basics of
News Reporting

By understanding the basics of news reporting, you can analyze why some stories are
covered and how reporting decisions affect what you learn about the world.

HERE’'S HOW
Strategy 1: Be aware of the kind of story you are reading.

Reporters, editors, and news directors don’t report every type of news story in the
same way. Viewers and readers receive different information based on the type of
news the story is. The type of news also affects when and where viewers and readers
receive it.

e Recognize hard news. Hard news stories generally receive more time or space.
They usually appear on the front page or lead a newscast.

e Understand the purpose of soft news. Soft news, such as human-interest
stories, gets an audience’s attention. Most soft news stories have emotional
appeal.

¢ Identify commentary and opinion. These include letters to the editor,
editorials, and columns. Ask: Does the piece reflect one person’s opinion?

Strategy 2: Think about what makes a story newsworthy.

A newspaper and a newscast can feature only a limited number of the day’s events.
Editors and news directors must choose which stories to feature, where and when to
feature them, and how much time and space to devote to each story. Editors and news
directors use the following criteria to help them determine a story’s newsworthiness.

e Timeliness: When did the event occur? Hours earlier or weeks ago? Current or
breaking stories usually receive the most prominent coverage.

e Widespread Impact: Is the story relevant to the world? The country? Your city
or town? A story often is considered newsworthy if it affects many people.

e Proximity: Where is the story taking place? People pay attention to a story
that’s unfolding where they live.

e Human Interest: Will the story appeal to readers’ or viewers’ emotions? Can
they relate to the story?

e Uniqueness: Is the story unusual or special? Stories that are different often grab
people’s attention and keep them interested.

e Compelling Footage: Is the footage exciting? Are the sources exclusive? A
story may be featured if the station or paper has shocking or exclusive footage.
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LESSON PRACTICE WORKSHEET A COPY MASTER
8 Understanding the Basics of
News Reporting

Directions: Imagine you are a newscast director at a news station. The chart shows a
list of the stories your reporters submitted. You only have time to air three of them.
Which stories should you air? Which would be your lead story?

Story Would you air the story? Explain your decision.
When?

Runner Breaks World Record
at Annual City Marathon
(Station has video footage

of cheering crowds at the
marathon, as well as an
interview with the runner.)

Local Teacher's Emergency
Instructions Save a Life
(Seven-year-old girl called an
ambulance for her grandfather;
station has sound bites from
the girl and her mother.)

Thunderstorms Cause
Flooding (The flooding has
affected three counties and
waters are still rising; station
has exclusive video footage
of damage to homes and
businesses.)

Robbery at Local Bank
(Police are still looking for

the suspects; station has
interviews with two customers
and a bank employee who were
present at the robbery.)

Votes Are Cast in Hotly
Contested City Council
Election (It is election day for
the city’s closest election in
years; station has video footage
of lines at the polling stations.)
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LESSON PRACTICE WORKSHEET B
8 Understanding the Basics of
News Reporting

COPY MASTER

Directions: Newspaper editors decide on a daily basis which stories will run on the
front page. How would you rate their decisions? Read the front-page headlines and
stories from your local paper. Use the chart to record the name of the paper and the
front-page stories, and then rate each story’s newsworthiness. Finally, state whether
or not you agree with the editor’s decisions and why.

Local Paper Stories

Newsworthiness (1 to 5)

Agree or Disagree? Why?

1.

8 BIPAN

















Teacher –Heather Lundquist


Subject – ELO English	


Grade – 7th





Lesson –  What makes a story newsworthy?


IC Essential Skills and Concepts/Common Core – Apply a variety of criteria to evaluate informational media; Analyze the effects of visual media on society and culture; Analyze the effects of visual media on society and culture.  (Really the whole 6-8 Viewing)


List any use of technology integration – Use of website � HYPERLINK "http://www.newseum.org/todaysfrontpages/" ��http://www.newseum.org/todaysfrontpages/� which allows students to view front pages of all major market newspapers








Introduction/Background – This is the intro lesson to the Analyzing Media Unit.  Students have some background knowledge as to what should be included on the front page of a newspaper.





Task – (Can attach)


Pose questions to students “What makes something newsworthy?”   Let students brainstorm and then have a class discussion with student answers.  


Handout definition sheet (See attached).  Go over definitions and see if student responses from brainstorming fit into any of the categories.


Have students complete newscast activity.  1st as individual and then as a small group.  Share out and compare “newscasts.”  Discussion will focus on the reasons behind why certain stories were included.  


Students will use website � HYPERLINK "http://www.newseum.org/todaysfrontpages/" ��http://www.newseum.org/todaysfrontpages/�  to pick a front page of a newspaper.  Students will then analyze the front page looking for examples of newsworthiness.  Using chart provided, students must rate 5 articles newsworthiness and briefly explain if they agree with the editor’s choice to put it on the front page.


Class discussion on how all of this might affect the news we see and/or don’t see.  This is a direct lead into the 1st Media Literacy Concept—All messages are constructed.



































Bring any supporting documents that will assist students in completing this task such as; rubrics, additional handouts, graphic organizers, Viking Pride in writing, etc. 








