What’s in a musical? UNIT
Defined…
Musical theatre - is a form of theatre combining music, songs, spoken dialogue and dance. The emotional content of the piece – humor, pathos, love, anger – as well as the story itself, is communicated through the words, music, movement and technical aspects of the entertainment as an integrated whole. Since the early 20th century, musical theatre stage works have generally been called simply, "musicals". –Wikipedia

Brainstorm Activity…have students list all musicals they know on board.

Choice of Musical:

*Guys and Dolls
*Oklahoma
*South Pacific
*The Music Man
*Godspell
*Joseph and the Technicolor Dreamcoat
*Fiddler on the Roof
*West Side Story


Research component…
Use the following websites to find plotlines and other resources for the show you’ve chosen:
Mtishows.com
Musicals.net
Broadwaymusicalhome.com
Tams-witmark.com
Musicals101.com
Guidetomusicaltheatre.com
Google.com

In groups of 4 or 5, please do the following:
-Read synopsis of above musicals and write something interesting or new to you; then as a group find one that is particularly interesting to you.
-As group, discuss the social issues or conflicts involved in each show, write a half page summary of how that injustice has affected your own life or of someone close to you.
-Design a set (backdrop, set pieces, costuming, etc) that would be appropriate for your show; though you might find inspiration from other shows, please make your work original!
-Find a piece that you like from the show and find a portion to choreograph
-Final project worth 5% of final 3rd quarter grade; graded on group work, quality of research, and final product.  Your work will be displayed during the P/T Conferences, so realize your work could be affecting community members outside of our classroom!  We will also incorporate some of your artwork onto ahsneedle.com!
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