
March Madness Interdisciplinary Unit
Important Dates:


Selection Sunday – March 13, 2011


First Round – Thursday, March 17 and Friday, March 18


Second Round – Saturday, March 19 and Sunday, March 20


Regionals -  Thursday, March 24 and Friday, March 25

         Saturday, March 26 and Sunday, March 27


Final 4 – Saturday, April 2


Championship – Monday, April 4

Core Standard:


8.NS.1
- Know that numbers that are not rational are called irrational.  Understand 
informally that every number has a decimal expansion; for rational numbers show that 
the decimal expansion repeats eventually, and convert a decimal expansion which repeats 
eventually into a rational number.

Revision Ideas:


-Have students find scores on their own


-Bar graphs as a visual aid


-Team up with other teachers (Carla is interested)


-Have each student pick a team (leave out the number one and two teams) and research 
information and put together a display


-How to display these?  What does the final project look like? Present these?

Math
1) Record the points scored by each team, for each game played in the NCAA basketball tournament and make a graph.
2) Before the first round of the tournament, have students calculate each team’s winning percentage; they should use the win-loss records shown on the chart to perform this calculation.  Ask students to pick the teams who will win the first and second rounds of the tournament based on winning percentages and circle their picks on the tournament chart.  In the case of equal percentages, students have the option to choose which team advances.
3) Before the third round, have students use the figures from the first two rounds to calculate the average offensive score, defensive points allowed, and the greatest spread between offensive average and defensive average for each remaining team.  Ask students to pick the teams they think will win the Sweet 16 and Elite 8 rounds and circle their picks on the tournament chart.  (Students need to keep updating this as teams advance)
4) Before the final two rounds, have students use the figures from the first games to rank the offensive averages of the remaining teams from high to low and calculate the mean, median, and mode for each. 
5) Before the final two rounds, have students research each coach’s win/loss record for each season of his or her college career.  Have students calculate the percentage of games each coach has won during his or her college career.  Ask students to pick the teams they think will win the final two rounds of the tournament and circle their picks on the tournament chart.
Language Arts
1) Read a minimum of two articles on his/her favorite team and present a written or oral report.
2) Research and write a paper on the history of basketball.
3) Perform research on the coach of one of the top seeds and write a research report on the coach selected.  Include winning percentages, average number of games won per season, etc.
4) Practice filling out college applications for a school selected.
5) Write a descriptive narrative about the journey from Hull, Iowa to the city where your college is located.  The narrative must include the major roads/highways/interstates taken and a minimum of three sights that can be visited along the way.  These sights may be natural landmarks (mountains, rivers, etc.) or human features (Mount Rushmore, the Arch in St. Louis, etc.). 
Geography
1) Each student will plot a travel route they would drive from Hull, Iowa to their college/university (students would draw a school from the 65 qualifying teams).  Using various map resources, students will include a printout of their route.
2) Have students locate their college on a large scale United States map.
Science
1) Each student will determine their resting heart rate, minimum and maximum target heart rate, and blood pressure.  Rates will be graphed using either a bar or line graph.  In a paragraph, the student will write the steps they followed in the procedure and interpret the data from their graphs.

