Task:  Big Idea-Maps/Finding Your Way
      1. Children brought in items to fit the category Maps-Finding Your Way.  (examples-compass, maps-city, Vala's Pumpkin Patch, Adventureland, Iowa, United States) 
     This generated alot of discussion on  communicating directions, map keys, locations, etc.
     2.  We read "Finding Your Way" in National Geographic Young Explorer and discussed what tools Christopher Columbus 
used to help him find the new world.
     3.  We looked at a real compass and watched how it moved to the directions N,S, E, W.  
     4.  We stood up in our classroom and turned each direction while repeating Never Eat Sour Watermelon or Never Eat Soggy Wheaties and North, East, South, West.  
     5.  We looked at an Iowa map and figured out what states were North, East, South, and West of Iowa.
     6.  We then looked at a US map and again talked about the states around Iowa but put them with football teams.  Iowa-Hawkeyes,/Cyclones, Nebraska-Cornhuskers/West, Minnesota-Vikings/North, Missouri-Chiefs/South, Illinois-Bears/East.
7.  We also talked about what states students had visited and which direction that was from Iowa.
     8.  We also looked at the Compass Rose and Map Key on each map we looked at.

Revisions:
9.  Go out to the playground and have the students tell what play object is what direction from them. (N,E,S,W)
10.  Look at or make a map of the playground and talk about what direction the playground is from you.
11.  Bring in technology such as a GPS, MapQuest, and Google Earth to locate Atlantic and possibly their own address.
12.  Create a map of  our room or the school in small groups.
13.  Create a treasure map and have the kids follow the directions to get to the object.  Then have kids explain how they found the rats
14.  Read the book Flat Stanley.  Have the students make a Flat Stanley and send it to a relative possibly in another state.  Then have them send him back with information from their state or send on to another relative.  Post the states where Flat Stanley has traveled.
15.  Get Iowa maps from the visitors center so every child can take one home.
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