Literary Analysis

· Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. (Use examples and quotes from the short story to prove your point.)

· Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama.

· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or languages that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful.

· 1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

· a. 1) Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), 2) establish the significance of the claim(s), and 4) create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), reasons, and evidence.

· b. Develop claim(s) fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence. (Remember your thesis will be your argument/side.)

· c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence.

· d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  (Remember that you avoid contractions, 


· e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.
Choose one of the following short stories and choose one literary element to analyze. Literary elements include: Theme, characterization, conflict, setting, protagonist, antagonist, symbolism, and point of view  Make an arguable thesis statement based on your literary element in which you are going to analyze.  
Example Thesis statements:

In Nathaniel Hawthorne’s “Young Goodman Brown,” the main character, Young Goodman Brown struggles with his faith because of temptation from the Devil, his two faced religious leaders, and his wonderful wife, Faith.


The character Pa in “Split Cherry Tree” by Stuart is a well-developed character because the read knows his physical description, his mental status, and his interactions with others through the author’s choice of words.  

Setting is a huge factor in this story because it leaves the reader guessing, reflects the mood of the characters, and adds a thrill to the suspense.

Take the thesis statement and write a 1500 word formal paper that uses proof (quotes) from the short story to support your arguable thesis statement.  Make sure you analyze and explain what the quote proves toward your thesis statement.
“Young Goodman Brown” by Hawthorne

The Awakening by Kate Chopin – choose some of the short stories in the novel.

“The Monkey’s Paw” by Jacobs

“Split Cherry Tree” by Stuart

“Scarlet Stockings” by Alcott

“An Occurance at Owl Creek Bridge” by Bierce

Literary Analysis Rubric
	
	Well Done
	Developing
	 Not Yet There

	Ideas and Content

25 pts.________
	The writer provides several examples and details to support the thesis; the reader is not left with questions—everything is explained thoroughly; the reader isn’t left hanging, wondering how the writer drew conclusions.
	The writer uses a few examples to support the thesis; the reader has a few questions.
	The writer uses very few examples or details to support the thesis.

	Organization: Introduction

10 pts.________
	1. The introduction catches the reader’s attention and draws them in.

2. The thesis statement is simple and arguable and is followed by a preview of main points.
	1. The introduction is present, but could be changed a bit to become more interesting.

2. The thesis statement is either simple or arguable and is followed by a preview of main pts.
	There is no introduction or the introduction is simply the thesis statement; there are parts missing.

	Organization:

Body

10 pts.________
	The supporting reasons are clear.  All details in the paragraph pertain to this reason.
	There are topic sentences for some paragraphs.  Most of the details in each paragraph pertain to the topic sentence.
	Details seem to be randomly placed in the paper.  The supporting reasons are unclear.

	Organization:

Conclusion

10 pts.________
	The conclusion effectively uses the four keys to a solid conclusion
	The conclusion effectively uses at least three of the four keys.
	The conclusion uses two, one, or none of the four keys.

	Conventions:

Use of Quotes

15 pts.________
	1. All quotes are cited correctly.

2. Quotes are used to support the writer’s opinion; they are not the focus of the paper.

3.  Quotes are explained thoroughly; the reader isn’t left wondering how the quote relates to the main point.
	1. Most quotes are cited correctly (backslashes at the end of lines, appropriate Roman numerals)

2. Quotes are used in each paragraph to support the writer’s opinion, but they sometimes become the focus.


	1. Quotes are not cited or are not cited correctly.

2. The paper is mostly made up of quotes; there are few sentences that are the writer’s own work.

	Sentence Fluency

15 pts._______
	1. Sentence beginnings have good variety

2. Prose is a mix of short and long sentences—it flows well.
	1. Sentence beginnings have some variety

2. Prose has some sentence variety; some spots flow well.
	1. Most sentences begin the same way

2. There is little sentence variety—the writing feels choppy and stiff.

	Conventions:

Punctuation

15 pts.________
	1. Punctuation is generally correct.  End punctuation is used correctly; commas are used correctly (with FANBOYS), and semicolons are used correctly (to separate two complete sentences).  

2. Paper has no more than 3 spelling errors.

3. No run-ons/incomplete sentences.
	1. End punctuation is generally correct; internal punctuation (like commas and semi-colons) could use some work.

2. Paper has between 4 and 6 spelling errors.

3.  1-2 run-ons/incomplete sentences
	1. Punctuation is used randomly.  It distracts the reader and makes the paper hard to follow.

2. Paper has over 6 spelling errors.

3. 3 or more run-ons /incomplete sentences.


