Let’s Plan A Trip!
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Introduction

Student has a budget of $1200 to use to plan a family trip to 3 parks within a day’s drive of Elk Horn.  The family size is 2 adults and 2 children.  The money will be used to purchase gas, food, lodging, entrance fees, and souvenirs.  

Task

·   Look at the map given to you
·   Choose which direction you will go
·   Obtain information on three parks 
·   Learn how to figure Miles per Gallon for you vehicle
·   Determine a proposed budget for a trip
·   Keep a record of the trip in a journal
Process

1.      Look at the map 
2.      Find, locate and mark on a new map the state 

     parks you plan to visit. 

3.      Look through the selection of state parks 

     provided by the teacher based on the states you 

     want to visit.
a.      Research the 3 parks you wish to visit, include, in your journal, reasons why you chose that park

· Historical value

· Scenic value

· Educational value

· Purpose of the park

· Accessibility

4.      Go to mapquest.com or other map finder and get directions from Elk  Horn, Iowa to your three parks.
5.      Internet maps will help you figure the cost for
    fuel based on 20 miles per gallon.  Use attached 


worksheet.
6.      Research each of the 3 parks to find out about

· Costs for camping 

· Entrance fees

7.     Fill out the Budget Plan Worksheet estimating  by keeping track of cost for food, entrance to park 
       or visitors centers.  $100 can be spent towards 
       miscellaneous expenditures, such as souvenirs, 
       snacks, etc.
8.      Keep a journal of the visit, and attach the 

     completed worksheets, include in your journal:
· Date of entry

· Items learned at the site (visitor’s center, trails, talks with rangers, etc.)

· Reflections of the day

· Was the visit worthwhile?

· What did you enjoy and why?

· What did you not get to do?

· Pictures from internet

Evaluation

The student will complete the proposed part of the worksheet for budgeting costs for food, souvenirs, and other expenses.  Estimate the trip, making records of the trip costs and mileage of the trip.  The journal could contain pictures gotten from the internet and give some details about each of the parks.
Conclusion

The student’s trip planning will help the student gain  knowledge of using various Internet sites.  

Miles Per Gallon Worksheet

· Use the miles listed on the map printout from internet source (rounded to nearest mile) from your hometown to the parks and back to fill out the worksheet.  

· Add some miles for travel inside the park.  

· Total the miles, multiply it by 0.15 ( your padded mileage amount and divide that by 20 MPG for your vehicle.
	To Park #1
	To Park #2
	To Park #3
	Back to Elk Horn
	Total Miles

	
	
	
	
	

	Inside park/to town
	Inside park/to town
	Inside park/to town
	Extra  miles
	X

X

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Miles

Multiply by 0.15 (padded amount) and ADD

	

	Divide by 20 (amount of MPG for vehicle)
	


Multiply your answer by $2.50 which will give you the total cost of gasoline needed to travel on your trip.

__________________________________ 
Suggestions for budget in the planning stage.  
· To determine the lodging costs before the trip, look on the internet for using the camping facilities.
· To determine food costs – groceries can be purchased in towns near the park. (Look online ads to estimate cost or go to local grocery store.)
· Breakfast for 7 days plan on spending around $100 total. (OJ, Milk, Breakfast bars, granola bars, etc.).  

· Lunches could be at fast food places such as McDonalds, Wendy’s, etc.  (7 meals at $25 per meal for the family would be $175) or grilling at campsite.  

· Supper for 7 days (using the grill for the fish you may catch, hamburgers, hot dogs, etc.) 
	Day #1

Day#2

Day #3

Day#4

Day #5

Day #6

Day #7


	Food
	Lodging
	Extras
	Total Spent

	
	B 
L - 
S - 
	
	
	

	
	B - 
L - 
S 
	
	
	

	
	B - 
L - 
S - 
	
	
	

	
	B- 
L - 
S 
	
	
	

	
	B - 
L 
S - 
	
	
	

	
	B - 
L -
S - 
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Menu 

Day #1 – Elk Horn to
Lewis and Clark State Park

Breakfast 

Supper 

Day #1 

             Menu

Day #2 – Lewis and Clark State Park
Breakfast 

   Supper 

Day #2 

Menu 
Day #3 – Lewis & Clark 
State Park to

Sakatah State Park

Breakfast 

Supper
Day #3 

 Menu

Day #4 – Sakatah State Park
Breakfast 

  Supper 

Day #4 

Menu 

Day #5 – Sakatah State Park to
Mille Lacs Kathio State Park

Breakfast 

Supper 

Day #5 

Menu 

Day #6 – Mille Lacs Kathio 
State Park

Breakfast 

Supper 

Day #6 

Menu 

Day #7

Breakfast 

Supper 

Day #7

At Home
Costs of Estimated Meals 
based on Menu Plans
Breakfast – 7 days

Supper – 7days
	Meals
	Cost

	
	

	
	

	
	


