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During the semester, you will be researching a topic related to a book you have read and liked that is thought-provoking.  Your research paper in this course will be based on questions you formulate related to the book.

Examples:

1)  For example, a student who read Stephenie Meyer’s Twilight might have these questions:

1.  How do the vampires in Twilight compare to vampires in traditional folklore?

2.  How do Stephenie Meyer’s vampire characters compare to other vampires in 


contemporary vampire literature?

This student’s primary research question could be, “How do the vampires in Stephenie Meyer’s Twilight series compare to traditional vampire folklore and to vampires in other contemporary literature?”

2)  Another student who read H.G. Bissinger’s Friday Night Lights might have these questions:


1.  How would the lives of the players after high school have been different if 

football had not been such a priority at Permian High School?


2.  Are minority football players treated differently from the majority in most high 



schools?

This student’s primary research question could be, “Is Permian High School’s emphasis on sports typical of high schools in the United States?”

Think about a book you have recently read.  What questions did you have when you finished it?  Record your speculative and interpretive questions below.
(Speculative questions: questions inviting a response with no predetermined answer. The answers to these questions were often opinions, hypotheses, imaginings or ideas, e.g. What would you do if you found out your friend was being bullied?
Interpretive questions: questions that have more than one answer, but they still must be supported with evidence from the text.)
Title:

Author:

Questions you had after reading the book (use as many of the spaces as you need):

1.

2.

3. 

4.

5.

You will use these questions to formulate your primary research question.  As you write your primary research question, consider how the topics and issues in your book relate to the world in general.  
Your primary research question:

After going through the research process (identifying potential sources and accessing and using information), your research paper will include not only what you have discovered in other sources, but also how it relates to the book from which you took your research question and how it relates to your life. 
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