Task:

Students were in their small, guided reading group.  Each student was given a new book titled Hiccups for Elephant. With a partner they were asked to use the cover and title to make an inference about the story.  Students shared their inferences based on the clues from the book and their own experiences.

Inferences:  Elephant is the character having a problem.
                
                        His friends will try to help him get rid of his hiccups.

       	             Elephant might try different things to get rid of his hiccups.

Based on the last above inference, I asked the students, “What do they do to get rid of their hiccups?”  Each child shared what he/she had done to get rid of his or her own hiccups.  We then began reading the book.  At various points I stopped the reading to have students look for clues, take what they knew to be true from their own lives and make an inference as to what and why things were happening in the story.  

At the end, one child stated that the elephant was much like each of them as he had tried many of the things that they had mentioned to get rid of their hiccups.

Revisions:
	Give examples outside school that students would make inference:  

Ex: Any weather related situation.   When ready to go to school and you look outside and see that it is snowing.  What inference could you make? (need boots, mittens, hat and snow pants)

Ex:  make real world inferences for lunch routine; work expectations in the room;  health issues; expectations for chores at home; cake, candles, bowls of ice cream, what is about to be celebrated? 
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