“If only…” Essay
Objective: To create an original five-paragraph essay detailing three “if only…” statements.

Discussion: Think of three elements of your life that could be different “if only…”  Evaluate these elements- what would others have to do to make them reality? More importantly, what can YOU do to make them a reality? Problem solve. Think these elements through. Visualize life with them as reality!

However, please keep your elements realistic and attainable at some level. As cool as it would be to be the All-Being-Master-of-Time-Space-and Dimension, it is not reasonably attainable.  As always, content must be school appropriate. If you have doubts, ask.

Requirements: outline, draft #1 with at least 4 peer reviews, draft two with at least 4 peer reviews, final typed draft with rubric as cover sheet

CORE: 541, 586, 1109

AIW: Extended writing, Substantive Conversation, VBS, HOT
Process/time line: 
Day 1- present assignment and begin outline (due Day 2)

Day 2/3- check outline & begin work on draft 1 (due Day 4)

Day 4- peer reviews

Day 5/6- using peer reviews, begin work on draft 2 (due day 7)

Day 7- peer reviews of draft 2

Day 8- prepare final draft (type, final proof read)

Day 9-final draft due beginning of class

Name: _____________________

Date: ________

Section: ______

“If Only…” Essay

Paragraphing:


Introduction:  thesis identified/highlighted, contains overview of paper
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3
2


Body Paragraphs (3): Topic sentence, adequate supporting sentences that discuss the topic with depth



10
8.3
7.3
5


Conclusion: recaps the main ideas of the paper, rephrases thesis



5
4
3
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Content: Discussion was rational and well defined. Showed evidence of problem solving skills. Use of humor was appropriate. 



10
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MUGS: correct use of mechanics, usage, grammar, and spelling



10 (0 errors)  8.3 (1-3)
7.3 (4-5)    5 (more than 6 errors)

Final Product: All elements of paper were turned in on time. Final product is neat and clean (no folds, tears, stains). Rubric is used as cover sheet.
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Work Ethic and Citizenship: Worked effectively in class without bothering others. Needed little or no prompting from teacher to work. Met deadlines.  Provided detailed and constructive peer reviews. 



20
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15
10

Comments:   ____/70
